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Continued from No. 48. 

After a debate on the !ast-mentioned bill, in 
which Messts. HOWARD, A. C. DODGE, 
DEAN, THOMPSON ot Indiana, and POPE par- 
ticipated, it was laid aside, and the committee 
iook up 

The bill fixing the boundary-line between Mis- 
souri and Iowa. 

Some objections being made to this bill, on mo- 
tion by Mr. POPE, it was laid aside; Mr. DODGE 
expressing the earnest hope that it would be 
passed to-morrow, as the settlement of this bound- 
ary question was necessary to prevent collision 
between the State of Missouri and the Territory of 
Towa, which might result in shedding American 
blood. 

The following bills were severally considered, 
and laid aside, to be reported: 

The bill establishing an additional land district in 
Florida; and 

The bill establishing a new collection district for 
the Territory of Florida. 

On motion by Mr. RUSSELL, the committee 
rose; and then 

The House adjourned. 


ee 


IN SENATE. 
WepneEspay, July 20, 1842. 


Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from cilti- 
zens of Cambridge, Massachusetts, praying that no 
drawback shall be allowed on spiriis re-exported; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from Sus- 
sex and Passaic counties, New Jersey, asking pro- 
tection on bar-iron: referred to the Commitiee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. CRAFTS presenied a memorial of a con- 
vention of wool-growers, held in Washington 
county, Vermont, in favor of protection against 
imported cheap wools: jaid on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from a 
large number of the mercantile community of the 
city of New York, remonstrating against the tariff 
just passed the House of Representatives, on the 
ground that it is so highly protective in its char- 
acter that the whole foreign commerce of the coun- 
try would be blighted and paralyzed under its 
operation: referred to the Committee on Finance, 
now having charge of the bill. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, f:om the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John 
K. Rodgers, a Cherokee Indian; which was read, 
and ordered to asecond reading. 

Mr. PORTER, on leave, iniroduced a bill rela- 
tive to the offices of surveyors gencral in the States 
ot Ohio, Indiana, and Micaigan; which was read 
twice. 

Mr. PORTER also, on leave, introduced a bill 
to amend an act entitied ‘‘An act to establish the 
northern boundary-iine of the State of Ohio, and 
providing for the admission of the State of 
Michigan into the Union; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee oa the Judiciary. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred a message of 
the President of the United Staies, communicating 
documents touching the grant of land of Baron 
de Maison Rouge; made a report upon the subject, 
and submitted a motion tor the discharge of the 
committee; which motion was agreed to. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back, without amendmen', 
House bill entitied “An act for the relief of Wil- 
liam Waller.” 

Mr. KING said a bill providing for the same cb- 
ject was, at his instance, laid on the table; he 
moved that the House bill be now considered in 
committee of the whule. He pieferred the House 
bill. 

The bill was then taken up, as in committee of 
the whole, when 
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Mr. SMITH of Indiana movedto strike out all the 
House bill after the enacting clause, and to insert 
the Senate bill in lieu thereof. Mr. S. contended 
that the Senate bill was the righione. He said 
that the difference between the iwo bills was, ithe 
House bill gave Wailer 560 acres of “land without 
consideration; and that the Senate bill allowed a 
right of pre-emption, aad the land to be paid for 
at the minimum price. 

Mr. KING maintained that justice could only 
be done by the passage of the bill from the House. 
He explained fully the merits of the case, and 
showed that the man had already paid a valuable 
consideration for the land; andif the minimum 
price was again required, it would be more than 
the land was worth. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks in favor of 
the Senate bill; and 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Smits, and it was agreed to by yeas 18, 
nays 15. 

Mr. KING said he was satisfied that two-thirds 
of the Senators did not understand the case. He 
wished to turn tothe law touching the question; 
and therefore moved to postpone the bill till to- 
morrow. The motion was agreed to. ~ 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
David Alspach” was taken up, as in committee of 
the whole, cn an adverse report of the Committee 
on the Judiciary;and was, on motion of Mr.CLAY- 
TON, indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to authorize the adjustment of the claim 
of the municipality No. 1 of the city of New Or- 
leans to certain lands within said municipality, 
and now in the occupation of the United States, 
was taken up asin commitiee of the whole; and, 
after being discussed by Mr. CONRAD i in favor of 
the bill, and by Messrs. WRIGHT, HUNTING- 
TON, and BUCHANAN against it, the jatter 
gentieman moved to lay it on the table until 
information touching the tite could be had from 
the proper department. The motion was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Esther Johnson, the 
widow of Col. Joseph Johnson, came up as in com- 
mittee of the whole; but, without being considered, 
was, on motion of Mr. GRAHAM, laid on the 
table. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Gardner and 
others, directors of an ase ciation called the New 
England Mississippi Land Company, was taken 
up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. CONRAD said a general bill had been re- 
ported for the settlement of these claims; he would 
therefore move to suike out all after the enacting 
clause of this bill, and substitute the bill alluded 
to, namely: A bill in relation to lands sold in the 
Greensburg (late St. Helena) land district, in the 
State of Louisiana. 

Mr. KiNG said he was prepared to give his sup- 
port to bilis providing for individual cases, but not 
to a bili to puta whole land district under settle- 
ment; which might have the effect to give a great 
deal more to individuals than they were entitled to, 
and which they would not get if their cases were sep- 
arately submitted to ihe investigation of a commit- 
tee upon theirown merits. He preferred that the 
bill should be permitted to Jie over until Senators 
had sufficient time to examine ils provisions. 

Mr. CONRAD had no objection to that course; 
and the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to take up the bill which 
had been !aid on the table, providing for the settle- 
ment of claims for property destroyed by reason 
of the military occupation of Florida. 

Mr. BAYARD interposed objection to such a 
course. He was opposed to a departure from the 
order of business, especially when the Senate had 
just reached the District business, which had been 
so long neglected. 

The question was'§put, and the motion was dis- 
agreed to. 
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Votume 11--+-No. 49. 
Mr. CALHOUN presented a communication 
from Mr. sassar, covering some interesting facts 
relative to a tariff; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Rese B. Ward 
was read the third time, and passed. 

PILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were taken up as in commil- 
tee of the whole, considered, reported to the Sen- 
ate, and, being engrossed according to order, were 
read the third time and passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Henry Fry. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Newman. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of 
James Williams. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of the 
legal representatives of John Barnes, deceased. 

The billtoextend the provisions of an act en- 
titled An act to regulate precesses in the courts of 
the United States, passed the 19h May, 1628. 

The bill for the relief of Charles D. Hammond 
and Augustus H. Kenan. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of 
George Mayfield. [Confirming a land claim.] 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Henry 
J. Defrees and Stephen Jenny. 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Greaves. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of John 
Randall and Charles York. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of James 
Morrow and Jonathan Tipton. 

Joint resolution directing the transfer of the stock 
held by the United States in the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal Company to the State of Maryland, 
and the cities of Washington, Georgetown, and 
Alexandria, on certain conditions. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Henry Eckford, deceased. 

House biil entitled An act to incorporate the 
German Benevolent Society of the City of Wash- 
ington. 

House bill entitled An act in relation to mar- 
riages in the District of Columbia. 

couse bill entitled An act to extend ibe jurisdic- 
tion of the corporation of George'o7 1 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of George 
Mayfield. [Granting a pension to him.] 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Dan- 
iel Chase. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of 
Jabez L. and Asa White, of the State of Connec- 
ticul. 

Bill granting to the county of Johnson, in the 
Territory of Iowa, the right of pre-emption toa 
tract of land for a seat of justice for said county; 
and repealing the second section of any act, ap- 
proved the 3iday of March, 1839, eatitied An 
act making a donation of land to the Territory of 
Iowa, for the purpose of erecting public buildings 
thereupon. [This bill was amended at the sug- 
gestion of the Committee on Public Lands, to the 
effect that the right shail not be subject io aay other 
pre-emption claim whatever. ] 

House bill entitled An act to provide for erecting 
and lighting lamps on Pennsylvania avenue, 
Washington, was taken up, as in committee of the 
whole. The bill was so amended, on the recom- 
raendation of the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, as to provide that any surplus of the $2,000 
appropriated might be applied to lighting otner 
streets. 

Mr. LINN saw no reason why the United States 
should be called upon to light up the streets of this 
city. He did not believe any city in the world was 
lit up at the expense of the Government. 

Mr. BAYARD observed, that the city of Wash- 
ington was eleven square mites in extent, covering 
an area of 7,134 acres. Not less than 3,604 acres 
were io the streets and pubiic squares. Oui of the 
7,134 acres, seventeen Squares, covering 541 acres, 
were reserved to the United States. The running 


length of the streets laid out was 264 miles—ihose 
streets being equal to an average of 100 feet wideg 
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Noi oily were the seventeen aren covering 541 
acres, reserved for the weof the United States; but, 


of the 20,272 building lots, o1 ial were given to 
the United Sta'es, and aii ihe property held by the 
Government in the eity is free from taxation. 
Mr. B. saw good reason in all this why Conaress 


should take this city under ity festering care. Up to 
1820 this Government uniformly charged itself 
with the duty of consiru , pavirg, and repair- 
ing the stree's; and in an evil hour the citizens ex- 
pressed a wish to take upon thems+lves the 
imporiant daty of selfgovernmen', and thereby 
encumberei themselves with an onerous debt 
which bas proved their rain. All that they 
ask in this bill is, not that you shall open 
the streets aud keep them in repair, but that 
you simply pave the Penusyivania avenure—which 
was originai'y done by Congress, ! 


he expense of 
the Government. The annual expense of lighting 


att 
att 


the avenue, af.cr this year, will not be more than 
$1,200. 

Mr. B. then wert on to show that the streets all 
belonged to the United States. The Supreme 
Court of the United States, in the case of Van 
Ness, (which was discussed by ihe ablesi counsel,) 
decided that not only the reservations, but all the 


streets, Were tbe prope rty of the Governmert, and 
that the Government could shut up or dispose of 
any of them when it thought proper. He thought 
ita very <mail matter, indeed, uacer the circum- 
stances, 'o ask Congress to lighi up the Pennsylva- 
nia avenuc, which was a thoroughfare for the na- 
on. 

Mr. LINN thought the corporation of the city 
of Washington should be required to furnish an- 
nual staterments of its expenditures to Congress. If 
Congress is to have charge cf the streets, it ought 
to know what itis to legislate about, and what is 
done with the funds autborized to be levied for city 
purposes. There is netacity in the world lit up 
at the expense of the Government. No other city 
in the world but Washington would think of such 
ademand. Make St. Louis the seat of Govern- 
ment, and her corporation will not require Con- 
gress to lay out one cent on the city. Give the 
same patronage of the General Government which 
Washington enjoys, to the city of St. Louis, the 
city of Louisville, or the city of Pittsburg, and 
whichever is selected will not only cheerfully 
make, at its own expense, all necessary improve- 
ments, but erect the public buildings for the Gov- 
ernment, without one dojlar of claim on Congress. 
Why, then, should not the corporation of Wash- 
ington de all this corporation business, without im- 
posing it upon Congress? 

Mr. BAYARD explained that the General Gov- 
ernment received an equivalent for the advantages 
it conferred, in the seventeen reserved squares, and 
ten thousand one hundred and thirty-six building 
lots granted to it. 

Mr. LINN was not satisfied with giving the 
conirol of the money to the corporation at all. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that the object 
which the Senator from Missouri had in view 
could be attained by an amezdment, that the money 
should not be paid till accounted for to the proper 
department. 

Mr. BAYARD explained that the whole thing 
was to be subject to the supervision of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that, as the lighting 
by Congress was to be confined to the avenue, he 
would not — it; but he desired to be distinctly 
understood: considering the ayenue the principal 
Government broil ifere between Congress and 
the offices of the Executive Departments, he thought 
it not unreasonable to view that circumstance as 
some authority for its being under the care and 

upervision of Congress. Besides, it might be 
argued, from present indications, that as Congress 
was making such rapid strides towards continuous 
essions, it was bat cight that this main thorough- 
fare should be lit attbe public expense. For, if 
the members of Congress have to move to the 
city, and make it their permanent residence, the 
city ought to be put in such a condition as to ren- 
der their lives safe at night, in passing from the 
Capitol to the pablic offices. 
There being no proposition to further amend the 
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it was reported to the Senate; and, being en- 
grossed according to order, was read the third time, 
and passed 

Mr. BAYARD moved to ‘postp one the previous 

orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill provi- 
ding for the rep2ir and repaving a portion of 
Pennsylvania avenue. The motion was disag'eed 
to. 

House 





bill, 


hill entitle a An act for the relief of 


Benjamin F. Hard, came up in order, as in com- 
mi'tee the whole. “The bill was oj posed by 
Messrs. CRITTENDEN and SEVIER, and de- 


c 


when, on motion cf 
laid on the table. 


Mr. MERRICK; 


was 


fended = v 
Then 

Oa motion of Mr. CO 
ceeded to 
and, 


NRAD, the Senate pro- 
the consileration of executive business; 
afier some time ent therein, adjourned. 


REPRE ESENTATIVES. 


1842 


HOUSE OF 

Wepnespay, July 20, 

fr. COLES asked leave to offer the following 
reso. ution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause to be pre 
i printed 10000 copies of the aggregatc 
unty in the several States, 
- as corrected at tl 


peared 
population of each 
taken from the returns of the 6th 


censu i¢ Department of State, setting forth in 


eparate columns the free, the slaves, and the fedcral or repre- 
sentasiye population of each county. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON and others objected; and 


the resolution was noi received. 

Qa motion of Mr. POPE, the House resolved 
itself into Commitee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Gitmer of Virginia in the chair,) 
for the purpose of considering business relating to 
the Territories. 

On motion of Mr. COWEN, the bill for the re- 
lief of James M. Morgan was taken up and read; 
but Mr. STANLY and others objecting that it 
was not properly Territorial business it was laid 
aside. 

Oa motion of Mr. A. C. DODGE, the bill fixing 
the boundary between the Territory of Iowa and 
the State of Missouri was taken up and read. 


Mr. A. C. DODGE then called for the reading 
of the report in this case; and it was read. 


Mr. POPE made a brief explanation of the ob- 
jects of the bill, and the circumstances connecied 
with the introduction of the boundary question into 
the legislation of Congress. 


Mr. EDWARDS of Mi:xsouri succeeded him, 
and addressed the committee at length in support 
of the claims of his State. He entered into a re- 
view of the whole subject, giving a description of 
the territory in dispute, and an analysis of the 
claims of the Tervitory of lowa and the State of 
Missouri. He said that Missouri was one party to 
this case, and the United Siates the other, and not 
Iowa; that this was a case peculiarly for the decis- 
ion of the courts; that Congress might proceed to 


define the boundary, but that decision would not, 


be conc!usive on Missouri; that her decision would 
be conclusive cn herself, if Missouri consented to 
it; aod being conclusive on the United States, the 
decision would also be conclusive on [owa, as 
Iowa looked for her entire interest to the United 
States; that Congress had the power to settle this 
difficulty, by designating the true boundary; and 
that she ought to settie it, as it would be settled, in 
the courts of justice; that the old Indian beundary 
was not the true northern boundary of Missouri; 
that the parallel of latitude passing through the 
mildle of the ‘Des Moines Rapids,” in the Missis- 
sippi river, as assumed by the Committee on the 
Territories in their reports, was nct the true bound- 
ary. What, then, was the true boundary? The 
State of Missouri insisted on the parallel of lati- 
tude which passes through the “rapids of the river 
Des Moines,” at the Great Bend in said river, as 
the true boundary. He expected to show this by 
arguments and by evidence; but, before he intro- 
duced his evidence, he wanted to examine one 
other question. It was important to decide whether 
the act of Congress au'horizing the formation of 
the State, or the constitution of the State, was the 
controlling instrument. tie then went on to show 
that the constitution of the State was the control- 
ling instrument—vo far, at least, as the boundaries 
were concerned; and this was sufficient for the 





peaitnatoenes eee Enero 
present. This was important in explaining an am- 
biguity in the constitution 

Taxis point established, he went on to give the 
evidence fixing the boundary at the rapids, in the 
Great Bend. He showed that the convention 
which framed the constitution of Missouri believed 
there were rapids in the Des Moines. He showed 
ihat there were rapids in the Des Moines. He 
showed that there was nothing entitled to the ap- 
peliation of rapids below the Great Bend in the 
Des Moines. He showed that the rapids in the 
Great Bend had a depth of about eighteen inches 
water at low-water wark, a fall of about two fzet 
in eighty yards, a rapid current, and that the chan- 
nei of the river was reduced in width frum five or 
six hundred feetto about ferty feet, and that ihe 
_ was about thirty times as g reat as the average 

all ia the “Des Moines Rapids” in the Mississippi; 
se the first shallow below the Great Bend, owing 
to the direction of tue river north, was on nearly, 
and probably exactly, the same parallel of Jatitude 
with the rapids at the Great Bend; and that it was 
650 feet wide, and with slight current; and thet 
the shoal next and east in descending the river 
hada gravel boitom, was wide, and had but little 
curcent, and, in consequence, no pretensions to bes 
ing a rapid. 

iis went on then to answer an argumeat of the 
Committee on the Territories. That argument was, 
that, in deseribisg the northern boundary, the con- 
stitution did no‘ call a second time fur the “rapids 
of the river Des Moines;” and, therefore, that the 
rapids were not in the northern boundary. Mr. 
E showed the reason of this. Owing to the Great 
Bend in the Des Moines, the northern boundary, in 
running east, came in contact with the middle of 
the main channel of the Des Moines several miles 
before it reached the rapids, and then changed its 
direction down the main channel of the river. 
Tbis was the ground taken in the report of 1840, 
bat itis surrendered in the report of this session. 
The report of this session takes the ground that, as 
the line runs through the rapids in passing down 
the channel of the Des Moines, they should be 
again called for; that, being a prominent object, 
and once introduced, it should be again mentioned, 
as the line passed through it. Mr. E. replied to 
this, that, if the ground assumed in reference to 
the northern boundary would hold good, then it 
would be equally good in reference to the western 
boundary. He then showed that, in the descrip- 
tion of the western boundary, the mouth of the 
Kansas river was not introduced, although the 





most prominent point in that boundary; and 
that, if omitting the rapids in the  north- 
ern boundary unsettled that boundary, then 


tbe omission of the mouth of the Kansas, in de- 
scribing the western boundary, unsettled the west- 
ern boundary. He showed that the mouth of the 
Kansas was introduced to describe the southern 
boundary, and particularly to fix the southwestern 
corner of the State; and that the “rapids of the 
river Des Moines” were introduced to determiie 
the western boundary, and particularly to fix the 
northwestern c:.rner of the State; and that the 
mouth of the Kansas was not introduced into the 
description of the wesiern boundary the first time; 
and thatthe “‘rapids of the river Des Moines” were 
not introduced into the description of the northern 
boundary the first time, much less a second time; 
and that it was unnecessary to do so. He con- 
tended that if the rapids bad been a terminating 
point for the boundary, thai if the boundary had 
changed its direction there, that if they had been 
made a corner,—then they should have been ex- 
pressly named; and that if they bad been at any 
point in the Des Moines where the northern bound- 
ary could have struck them befere it came in con- 
tact with the Des Moines itself, then the rapids 
would have been called for, just as the middle of 
the main channel of the river Des Moines was 
called for. To have run the line ecross the Des 
Moines, directly to the rapids, would have taken 
in a narrow strip of land on the north side of that 
river. It was right to avoid this. The fact that 
the rapids were not called for, and that, Owing to 
the bend, the boundary struck the river before it 
reached the rapids, is the strengest argument to 
prove that the rapids in the Great Bend were the 
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identical rapids called for in the consiitation. Any 
rapids, below or above, must have been strack by 
the northern boundary as soon as it reached the 
river, unless the next rapids below should also be 
behind the Great Bend. 

He showed that there could be no correspond- 
ence between the northern boundary and the old 
indian boundary, because the first was a parallel of 
jatitude, and the latter was not; and he showed 
that none was required. He stated that it was 
not the western boundary which was required to 
correspond with the Indian boundary line, but that 
ijt was the meridian jine, along which the western 
boundary ran, that was iequired to correspond 
with the Indian boundary. [He admitted they cor- 
responded by running parailel to each other, bui 
contended that the correspondence ceased here. 
He showed that they did not start at the same 
point: that starting differentiy, and running paral- 
lel, they could never ren on the same track, and 
that they could not terminate together—ihe one 
being a surveyor’s line, running but one hundred 
miles; and ihe other a meridian Jine, and running 
necessarily to the north pole. The two lines did 
not staré together, as will be readily perceived by 
looking at any cosrect map. The patalie! of lati- 


tude passes through the mouth of the Kansas | 


river, and, in proceeding north, strikes the bank of 
the Missouri river, owinz to the southeast direc- 
tion of the river here, considerably above a point 
opposite the mouth of the Kansas river. The 
indian boundary !ine ctaris at a point opposite the 
mouth of the Kausas river; and, consequently, 
some distance below and east of the meridian line, 
along which the western boundary runs. Then 
they do not and cannot correspond, except in run- 
ning parallel. Errors in map-making, and incor- 
rect legislating ard trea'y-making, if there has been 
any such, cannot change the constitutional bound- 
ary of Missouri. Ali the country in dispute, ex- 
cept about nine miles by en average ef eighteen 
miles, yet belongs to the Indians. 

Mr. E. then moved t» strike cut al! afier the 
enacting clause, and insert, in lieu thereof— 

That the parallel of latitude which passes through the rap- 
ids of the river Des Moines, at the Great Bend in the said river, 
shall be the northern boundary of the State of Missourk from 
the point where it intersects the middle of the main channel of 
the Missouri river, to the point where it entered the middle of 
the main channel of the Des Moimes river; and the said nortli- 
ern boundary-line shall run from thence, with the main chan- 
nel of the said river Des Moines, to the Mississippi river, as 
provided in the constitution of Missouri. 


Mr. A. C, DODGE replied to the arguiacnts of 
the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. McKAY had an amendment which he 
wished to submit, and to which he would eall the 
attention of the Delegate from Icwa. His vote 


would depend on whether the House would adopt | 
it. ile would observe that, so far as Iowa was 


concerned in this controversy, it was in the power 
ot the House to fix the boandary-line; but with re- 
gard to Missouri, the case was otherwise: it was not 
in the power of Congress to deprive her of any of 
her territonal rights. ‘The boundari-s of Missouri 
were fixed by law when she was a Territory; and 
what these boundaries were, was a judicial question 
for the United States courts to decide. The pro- 
viso he wished to offer was, that this boundary-line 
should not be deemed conclusive till the Legisia- 
ture of Missouri declared the assent of the State 
to it. 

Mr. EDWARDS explained that the boundary of 
Missouri was fixed by the Constitution, and could 
not be altered by any act of the Legislature, with- 
out a change of that instrument; and this could 
only be done by a convention, or by the vote of 
two-thirds of the Legislature, and subsequently 
approved by the peopie. 

After some further remarks from Mr. McK AY, 

Mr. G. DAVIS addressed the commitire at 
length in support of the claims of the Territory of 
lowa. 

Mr. EDWARDS replied to Mr. D., and went 
into an argument to show the true Iccation of the 
rapids of the river Des Moines. 

The debate was forher continued by Messrs. 
A. C. DODGE and EDWARDS; after which the 
amendment of Mr. E. was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY cffered an amendment, providing 
that the act shuuld not go in.o full operation until 
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the State of Misseuri should have given its 
assent to the line established. Rejected. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

On motion of Mr. H. DODGE, the bill granting a 
rection o{ land for certain purposes on Grant river, 
was taken up, and Jaid aside to be reported. 

Also, on his motion, the bill granting the right 
of pre-emption to certain settlers in Wisconsin 
Was taken up. 

Mr. DODGE offered an amendment, which was 
adoptec; the etlect of which was, to place it on 
the footing of the act of Sept. 4, 1841. 

Mr. STANLY then withdrew his objection, 
heretofore made; and the bill was laid aside to be 
reported. 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, the following bills 
were taken up, considered, and laid aside to be re- 
ported: 

A bill making additional provision fer the Ter. 
ritorial expenses of Florida. 

A bill making an appropriation for the public 
buildings in Florida. 

A bill makipg an appropriation for fitting up the 
grouad in rear of the sea-wali at St. Augustine. 

The bill to provide for the payment of the Fiori- 
da militia called into service in 1839 and 1840, was 
taken up. Several gentlemen calling for it, the 
report was read. 

After some conversation and explanations be- 
tween Messrs. BRIGGS, LEVY, FILLMORE, 
STANLY, POPE, GRANGER, GIDDINGS, 
and WARREN, the bili was laid aside, to be re- 
ported to the House. 

Mr. LEVY introduced a bill to establish a new 
collection district in Fiorida, the necessity of which 
he pointed out, by showing that the two existing 
collection districts were located at extreme points— 
one being at Key West, leaving an intermediate 
line of great extent without a collection Cisirict, al- 
though there was much commerce in that region, 

This bill the committee refused to report. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE called up a bill to provide 
for the payment of the lowa militia called into ser- 
vice in 1839. The bil! was laid aside, to be re- 
ported; and the committee rose, and reported the 
biils to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired what beeame of the bill 
which the committee hed refused to repert. 

The SPEAKER, after some cbservations from 
Mr. ADAMS and Mr. GILMER, replied that the 
bil! remained on the calendar, and conld b2 called 
up at a future period. 

Tie House then concurred in the amendments 
which the committee had made in the “‘bi!l for the 
protection of commerce on Lake Michigan;” and, 
on the question of engrossment, 

Mr. CAVin JOHNSON cailed for the yeas and 
pays; which being ordered, resulted—yeas 68, 
nays 60. 

The bi!l was then read a third time and passed. 

The following bills were disposed of in like man- 
ner: 

A bill to authorize the selection of school lands 
in lieu cf those granted to the haif-breeds of the 
Sac end Fox Indians. 

A bill to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on 
the Dabuque claim, (so called,) in the Territory of 
lowa. 

A bill to extend the right of pre-emption to cer- 
tain settlers in lowa, and for other purposes. 

A bill to extend the right of pre-emptica to cer- 
tain settlers in Wisconsin, and for other purposes. 

A bill for the relief of certain settlers in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. 

A bill granting to Wisconsin a certain tract of 
lan’ for the benefit of the town of Fairp!ay. 

The bil! granting to miners or owners of mineral 
lots the right of pre emption, was next in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay it on the 
table,and called for the yeasand nays thereon; bn'!, 
on taking the vote on that motion, it was found that 
there was not a quorum present. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 21, 1842. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
alc a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in compliance with the act of 10th Febraa- 
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ry, 1820, covering the annual statemen’s cf com- 
merce and navigation. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that the u-ual 
quantity be printed. The motion was referred to 
the Committee on Printieg; which reported in fa- 
vor of the printing. The report was agreed to. 
Then, 

Oa motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, 2,000 cop- 
ies additional were ordered to be printed. 

The CHAIR presented a petition from W. G. 
Burgess, administrator of R. C. Ragland, praying 
the allowance of # claim for supplies furnished to 
the army of the United States: referred to the Com- 
mitice on Claims. 

Mr. KERR presented a petition from James 
Dixon, praying for the sctlement of his accourts 
for work done on the custom-house at Alexandria: 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented four petitions from 
Jackson, Leon, and Calhoun counties, Florida, in 
favor of the admission of Florida as a State into 
the Union, and a donation of public lands: refer- 
red to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from Mid- 
diesex county, Virginia, in favor of free trace, ard 
against a tariff. Mr. C. said the petition was re- 
ceived here dering, his absence from the city, and 
was forwarded to him at his residence, and was 
only returned yesterday evening. 

Mr. CALHOUN called the attention of the Sen- 
ate fer a few moments to the letter of General 
Harrison, at Zanesville, appended to one of the 
reso'utions referred to in the petition. He wished 
the Secretary to read the letter, and for Senators to 
give it an atientive hearine. The letter was in 
support of the compromise act. 

The Secretary thea read the resolution and letter 
as follows: 


Resolved, That when the late Wm. H. Harrison was elected 
to the Presidency, under the solemn pledge “that he would 
never revive the tariff, but, on the contrary, wouid support the 
compromise act, and would never consent to its being altered 
or repealed,”* we had the strongest assurance that the prom- 
ise of man could afford that our country would be treed from 
that onerous system—-tleast during the four yeurs of his 


Presidency; and those of us who sustained his election upon the 
laith of those pledges, and co-operated with his party under 
the confident expectation that they would be fully redeemed 
cannot but regard with feelings of profound astouishment aud 
regret the utter repudiation of those pledges, by the majority 
of the party since his death. 


"“ZANESVILLE, Nov. 2, 1836. 

“GENTLEMEN : I had the honor, Uiis moment, 10 secetve yout 
communication of yesterday. 1 regret that wy remerks of yes- 
terday were misunderstood in relation to alll system. 
WhatI meant to convey was, that I had been a warm edvecate 
of that system upon iis first adoption; that I still believed in 
the benefits & had cenferred upon the country; but I eertainly 
never had, nor ever would have, any idea of reviving it. What 
I said was, that 1 would not agree to the repeal as it now stands. 
in other words, lam for supporting the compromise act, and 
never will agree to its being altered or repealed. 

“In relation to the internal improvement system, I refer you 
for my sentiments to my letter to the Hon. Sherrod Williams. 

WM. H. HARRISON. 


“Messrs. DosrLer, Taytor, and others.” 

Mr. Catnoun observed that the Senate had 
now, in that letter, in the most express and solemn 
form, the declaration of General Harrison that he 
never would agree to change or repeal the com- 
promise act. Whatever doubt there may bo as to 
the course he would have persucd in reference to 
a National Bank, there can be nore now as to his 
course in reference to the compromise act. As 
far at least as the question of tariff and adhe- 
rence to the compromise act is concerned, the death 
of General Harrison kas presented to his support- 
ers no impediment that would not exist were he 
living. Were he now alive, he would have acted 
as Mr. Tyler has acted; and, in consistency wiih 
his own declared principles, ke would be bound to 
act as Mr. Tyler is bound to act. The party 
now in power supported General Harrison through- 
out the Presidential canvass, onthe grounds of his 
ackaowledged principles. Here he has placed 
them beyond doub: on the vital question of tariff 
and the compromise act; and he (Mr. CaLnoun) 
would submit it to the gentlemen en the other 
side, whether they do not siand pledged, by 
the terms of this ‘eller, to the support of the 
compromise ect; and whether teat ple’ge would 
not be grossly and palpably violated by the 
House bill now before the Committee on Fi- 
nance. There is in that bill a provision ~— - 

Atty 


virtually a repeal of the compromise act. 
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What c onsisiency can thal provision be supported 
by those who siand plecged to General Harrison’s 
principles npon the subject, -o unequivocally ex- 
pressed iu the ietter just reac? 

He moved to lay the petitions and accompany- 
ing decuments on the table, and tbat they be 
printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN denied that there was any- 
thing in General Hairison’s letter inconsistent 
wih the course waich Mr. Clay éni his triends 
had always pursued with respect io the compro- 
mise act. He went at much length iaio the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. CALIIOUN replied with great animation. 
An exciting debate arose, which occupied th 
attention o. the Senate for upwards of two hours. 
It is not possible io write it out for this evening’s 
paper, and the publication of it is unavoidably 

postponed. 

In consequence of a partially expressed allusion, 
(to which Mr. Catucun was promp'te, while in 
the heat of debate, on heariag what he conceived 
to be remark:, in conversation, addressed by Mr. 
Preston to Mr. Crivrennen, and supposed to be 
applied to him, but which allusion Mc. CaLHoun 
instantly ch:cked himself from proceeding wi'b,) 
Mr. PRESTON was incidentally drawn into the 
discussion, and the deba:e took somewhat of a per- 
sonal turn. Explanations, however, closed the 
discussion; and the petitioas and papers were laid 
on the table, and the question of printing was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Commitiee on Finauce, 
to which had been referred House bill for the re- 
lief of the president and directors of the Agricultu- 
ral Bank of Mississippi, reported the same back 
without amendment. 

Mr. WILCOX, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back, wiihcut amendment, 
Sena‘e bill for the settiement of the claims of New 
Hampshire against the United States. 


Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reporied a bill making compensation to pension 
agents; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The bill providing for the settlement and armed 
occupation of Florida, having been returned from 
the House with amendments, was refurred to the 
Commiitee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, for the purpose 
of taking up the bill providing for the seulement 
of the claims for property destroyed by reason of 
the military occupation of Florida. 

The vote ordering this Lill to be engrossed for a 
third reading was, on the motion of Mr. CONRAD, 
reconsidered on Monday la-t, with a view of re- 
considering the vole rejecting the amendment of 
Mr. Kina, providing for the seulement, by the Au- 
ditor of the Treasury, of all claims that had been 
passed upon favorably by either House of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to amend the bill by add- 
ing the following as an additional section. 


Be it further enacted, That the claims of Joseph M. Hernan- 
dez, General D. Clinch, the heirs of J.J Bulow, the heirs of 
Jaines Williams and Gad Humphreys, which have been here- 
tofore favorably acted on by the committees of Congress, be 
audited and adjusted in the mauner herein prescribed, and 
the amount found due paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated 


Mr. PRESTON remarked that all these claims 
had been examined, and passed either one House 
or the other. One or two of them had passed the 
Senate at least three times, and failed in the other 
House for want of time to act upon them. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble; but the motion was disagreed to—ayes 13, 
noes 15, 

Mr. MERRICK made some remarks against 
the case of Bulow, which, he said, did not meet the 
favorable consideration of the Committee on 
Claims when he was on that committee. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and HUNTINGTON made 
some remarks against giving one class of these 
claimants a preference over another class, 

Mr. BERRIEN made some remarks in favor of 
the amendment. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to amend the amend- 
men!, with a view tc place some limitation on the 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





amount, by inserting a proviso to the eliect that 
the amount to be awarded by the ‘Third Audtor 
shall in no case exceed the sum ascertained to be 
due by one House of Congress. 

Mr. WRIGHT said that he had just been in- 
formed that one of the cases included was now 
betore the Committee of Claims of the other 
House; and that that committee had come to the 
conclusion to reject the claim. He mentioned this 
merely to show what was the course of legisiation 
now being pursued. There was no man who had 
stronger feelings of personal respect and friendship 
for two of the distinguished claimants than he bad; 
yet he could not consent to such a course of legis- 
lation. He was infavor of having the aciion of 
Congress on these claims separately and on their 
merits, and could not consen! to have them adcjast- 
ed by an Auditor, before such action. 

Mr. PRESTON made some remarks, showing 
that, by ihe course now adopted, each claim would 
be actedon by both Houses; that tie committee 
of the other House would have aa opportuaity oi 
sifting the claims thoroughly. 

Mr. BUCHANAN imnace some remaiks against 
the amendment. 

The question was put on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Woopsory, and it wis adopted. 

Mr. PRESTON called for a division on his 
amendmeni, so as to have the question taken on 
ithe claims separately, and thus to give Senators an 
opportunity to vote on each claim upon its own 
merits. 

Mr. CONRAD mace some remarks explanatory 
of his course. He voted the other day against the 
amendment of the Senator from Alaba.sia, having 
the same object in view as the amendment now 
before the Senate. For the same reason that he 
ihen voted against that, he would now vote for this. 
His impression then was, that the claimants would 
not be willing to have their claims decided by the 
Auditor on the rigid principles proposed, But they 
are willing to sacrifice a portion of their interest, 
rather than submit to the delay consequent to_the 
movements of Congress. 

Mr. WHITE moved an amendment to the 
amendment, which was agreed to; providing that 
the claims should be seitled cn the principles of the 
act of 1816 


Messrs. SEVIER, PRESTON, and BERRIEN, 
made some further remarks in favor of the amend- 
ment; and Messrs. MERRICK and WRIGHT 
against it; and the latter Senator demanded the 
yeas and nays on the amendment, which were or- 
defed. 

The question was then put on the amendment, 
including the claim of Mr. Hernandez only; and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 28, nays 12, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Baghy, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Berrien, Calnoun, Choate, Conrad, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Evans, 


Fulton, Kerr, King, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Sevier, Sunmons, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Walker. White, and Young—2s8 


NAYS—Messts. Archer, Buchanan, Clayton, Graham, Hun- 
tington, Linn, McRoberts, Porter, Wilcox, Woodbridge, Wood- 
bury, and Wright—12. 

The question was put on including the claim 
of General D. L. Clinch; and it was decided in the 
afirmative—yeas 27, nays 12. 

The guestion was then put on including the 
claim of Balow; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 19, nays 17. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he voted for the 
claims in this manner, because ine believed the 
Third Auditor was more inclined to jean towards 
the Government than the Senate itself; and that 
the claims would be more closely scrutinized than 
they would be if leit to the action of the commit- 
tees, or of Congress. He believed the interests of 
the Government would be more closely watched 
by the Auditor. 

The question was then put on including the 
claim of James Williams, and decided in the affirm. 
aiive—yeas 16, nays 11. 

The question was then put on including the 
claim ot Gad Hampbhreys; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 12. 

The claim of the heir of John H. McIntosh 
was also inserted. 


After some remarks by Messrs. CALUNOUN 
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and LINN on a suggestion whether the course now 
pursued would and ought to bar a future applica- 
tion to Congress by the claimants, if they should be 
dissatistied with the award of the Auditor, 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays on 
the amendment as amended; which were ordered, 
and the question being put, the amendment was 
agreed to—yeas 19, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayatd, Benton, Berrien, 
Caihoun, Choate, Conrad, Crafis, Fulton, Kerr, Manguin, Mil- 
jer, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Walker, and Young—J9. 

NaAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Graham, Huntington, 
Linn, McRoberts, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Smith of Indiana, 
Tappan, Wilcox, Woodbridge, Woodbury, and Wright—15. 

Tae bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reporied back to the Senate, with numerous amen.!- 
ments, the tariff bill from the Hlouse; which were 
ordered to be prinied,. ” 

Mr. BUCHANAN, if it was convenient for the 
chairman of ihe Committee on Finance to answer 
it, would put a question to him. He would like 
to know On what day it was his intention to call 
up the oill. 

Mr. EVANS thought on Saturday next; but, at 
the suggestion of several, 

Mr. &. moved to make the bill the special order 
of the day for Monday next. Agreed to. 

On mouon of Mr. CONRAD, the Senate then 
preceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and, afier some time spent therein, 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 21, 1842. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked that reports from com- 
miltees might be called for during the morning 
hoar. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he would not object, if he 
were permitted to introduce his bill, which he had 
repcatedly attempted to present. [It was under- 
stood to be a bill to diminish the pay of members 
of Congress. ] 

Mr. Fi1LLMORE said he understood that reports 
were in order. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT claimed the right to the 
resitlue of the hour which he had partially occu- 
pied on a previous day, in a discussion of a report 
trom the Judiciary Committee on the propriety of 
extending the bankrupt law to banking companies. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved the suspension of the 
rules, for the purpose of receiving his bill, which, 
he said, was the most important of the session, if 
not of the age. 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON asked if there was not 
a point of order to be decided. 


Mr. ADAMS rose almost simultaneously, and 
presented a memorial of Aaron Leggett, of the 
State of New York, praying remuneration and 
rediess for a steamboat destroyed by, and ill-treat- 
ment received from, the Mexicans at Frontera, in 
Mexico, in the year 1832; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The question then came up to which Mr. W. 
C. Jounson alluded. When the bill providing for 
the armed occupation of Florida passed, a few 
days ago, Mr. Pickens moved a reconsideration, 
and was about to move the previous question; but 
a motion to adjourn was made and carried, and, 
subsequently, Mr. Pickens withdrew his motion. 
The question now for decision was whether he had 
the right to withdraw that motion. 

The SPEAKER decided that, as no member 
had called for a decisicn on the motion, he had the 
right to withdraw it. 

Mr. BRIGGS, after an irregular conversation 
amongst several members, appealed from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to lay the ap- 
peal on the table; on which the yeas and nays were 
demanded and ordered—the result of which was: 
yeas 93, nays 79. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT then resumed his speech on 
(he extension of the bankrupt law to banking in- 
corporations. His object, he said, was to procure 
an expression of opinion from all sides ot the 
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House on this very important question—very im- 
portant as toa leading interest of the country; and 
he proceeded to show why the extension of the 
bankrupt law was just and constitutional. 

What, he asked, was the true character of the 
debtor corporation, under our institutions? As the 
stocitholder was not made liable, what was the real 
liability? Why, if the bankrupt law were extended 
lo these associations, in the exigency of its applica- 
tion, it would consist, in nine cases out of ten, ef a 
body of promissory notes held by tre corporation, 
against a number of individuals, consisting mainly 
of the officers-and friends of the institution, or of 
the friends of its officers. And was there anything 
in the Constitution to exempt that class from lia- 
bility? Why should the debtors to these instiiutions 
be permitted to roam at !arge, and defy any inter- 
terence, while the debtors of individuals were to be 
held liable? He should think this consideration 
would satis‘y the House that the law should be 
extended to these incorporations. Bat they hada 
duty to discharge, besides passing a bankrupt law. 
The Constitution di clared that Congress, and Cona- 
gress only, should have the power—and the obj-et 
could only be accomplished by the exercise of that 
power—'o regulate the value of money of the 
United States. How were they to do this? 
Were they to say that they could do it by 
affixing a uniform stamp on their issues? That 
doctrine might have done in the dark or mid- 
dle ages, but it would not do nov. Money meant 
every specics of noney—not merely gold, silver, 
and coppe~, but paper also, If, then, it was the 
duty of Congress to regnlate money; was it not ils 
duty to prevent the exercise of a power elsewhere, 
which, in effect, destroys the regniation of the 
standard of value, so far as its pecuniary value 
was concerned? Could it be supposed that the 
framers of the Constituticn, every line of which 
was pregoant with foresight, intended that they 
should be content with a mere form of words? 
Could it be imagined that those wise men intended 
that there should be such a state of things as was 
now found to exist—cne standard in one State, 
and a widely different one in another? and even a 
variation on the cpposite sides of a river of from 
1 to 50 per cent. in the value of the doilar, so 
called? No; they intended the power given to Con- 
gress to be carried out in some way or other. 

He then preecrded to point ont exercises of 
power under the Constitution, which would justify 
the enactment which he advocated 


Mr. R. referred to another provision in the Con- 
stitution which was violated by the irregulariiies 
ot the banking system, and that was: that no Siate 
shall pass any law impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts. The expansions and contractions of the 
circulating medium—contracts being made when 
the circulation was high, and enforced when it was 
low—operated as a perfect violation of that provis- 
ion in the Constitution. Mr. R. went on to show 
that Congress was not performing its daty when 
it neglected to provide against such a state of 
things; and that it was not (as bound to do by the 
Constitution.) regulating the value of the money of 
the United States, nor the commerce of the United 
States, while it suffered such disorders in the cur- 
rency to prevail throughout the tand. Mr. R. next 
went on io show the injurious effects that the ex- 
pansions and contractions of the banks had on the 
mannfacturing interests of the country, and that 
while the manufacturers were vainly seeking a 
remedy through a high tariff, the only way to cure 
the evil was to apply the bankrupt systein to the 
banks, and thus put it out of their power to cause 
those fluctuations which have proved so injurious 
to the manufacturing interest. 

Anxious to take the sense of the House on this 
question, he had prepared a resolution as a substi- 
tute for that of the Judiciary Committee, and he 
would now submit it to the House. He had sub- 
mitted it to several members of both political par- 
ties, who now agreed with him in the propriety of 
subjecting moneyed cerporations to the provisions 
of the bankrupt system; and he hoped that the 
question would be taken on it atonce. Mr. R. 
then read the follo ving resolution 2s a substitute, 
by way of amendment, to the resolation of the 
Judiciary Committee: 











Resolved, That the report be recommitted, with instructions 
to tne Committee on the Judiciary to prepare a bill, tu teke ef 
fect within a reasonable time from the passage of it into alaw, 
containing a uniform system of bankruptcy, applicable to 
moneyed corporations, tv be reported to Congress at its next 
Session, 

Mr. R, after a few more remarks, concluded by 
Moving the previous question. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said that, as this would be a 
test question, he would call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were accordingiy ordered; 
and, on taking the question, it resulted in yeas 76, 
nays 103, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Babeock, Barnard, Barton, Black, 
Blair, Boardman, Bouts, Briggs, Brockway, Milton Brown, Jere- 
miah Brown, Burnell, Sampeon H. Butler, William Butler, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James 
Cooper, Cross, Deberry, Fillmoie, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Granger, Houston, Howard, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Times, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lewis, Linn, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Mor 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Randall, 
Ridgway, Rodney, W. Russell, J. M. Russell, Truman Smith, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, Jolin T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, 
Joha B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Triptett, Trumbuli, Warren, Washington, Edward D. 
White, Joseph L. White, Christopher H. Wiliams, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, and John Young-—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Bor- 
den, Boyd, Brewster, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C, Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Cary, Casey, Clifford, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Da- 
vis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards, Egbert, Fessenden, Joho G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, A. L Foster, Gerry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
William 0. Goode, Gordon, Grahain, Gustine, Harris, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Wilham W. 
Irwin, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, Littlefield, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathews, Medill, 
Miller, Mitchell, Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Patridge, Pen- 
dleton, Plumer, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Shields, Snyder, Sprig2, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Sweney, 
Jacob ‘fFhompson,, Tillinghast, Turney, Van Buren, Wallace, 
Ward, Weller, James W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
and Wise—1L03. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The previous question on Mr. Roosrvetr’s mo- 
tion having been seconded by the House, and the 
main question ordered— 

The yeas and nays on the main question were 
called for by several, aud ordered. 

The SPEAKER said the main question would 
be on the adoption of the report and resolution of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, the previous ques- 
tion cuiting off the instructions. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to lay the report and res- 
olution on the table; which question was decided 
in the negative: yeas 77, nays 103. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped that one hour would be 
appropriated to the reception of reports from 
cummitiees which would not cause debate. 


Afier some opposition and debate, in which 
Messrs. W.C. JOANSON, ARNOLD, and POPE 
took part, the suggestion was assenied to, and com- 
mitiees were called on for reports. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of A. H. 
Everett: referred to tha Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. CUSHING, also, made adverse repor's 
upoa the claim of the trustees of the former house 
of Lafitte, Paris, and the claim of Cornelius P. Van 
Ness, late Minister to Spain. 

Mr. J. COOPER, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the appointment of 
commissioners to ascertain the persons entitled to 
reservations of land under the 14th and 19-h ar- 
ticles of Dancing Rabbit creck treaty: referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania asked leave to 
make a report a2on the letter of the Secretary of 
War, declining to answer a_ resolution ‘of the 
House calling on him for information in relation 
to the frauds said to have been commitied on the 
Cherokee Indians. He moved that the report be 
received and prinied. 

Mr. WISE objected. Debate would arise. 
bimself intended to debate the report. 

Mr. COOPER woved the previous question on 
the motion to print. 


He 


Mr. WISE said he would not be cut off in that 
way. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped that the report would be 
laid over until to-morrow. 

Mr. 8S. MASON asked if, in reason and justice, 
there ought to be a rule which would put it in the 
power of any one member to defeat action on this 
question? 

Mr. WISE. But there is a rule. 

Mr. S. MASON said he would not be a party to 
any such palitrv arrangement. 

The SPEAKER decided that the rport could 
not be received. 

Mr. COOPER then withdrew it. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Indran Affairs, reported without amendment the 
Senate bill entitled An act for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of John Scott: referred to the 
Committee of the Whole Houre. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Peasions, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of George Rouse: referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

fir, FORNANCE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill fox the relief of Elizabeth Hills- 
man. 

Mr. RODNEY reported biils for the relief of 
W. Martin and A. Van Horn: referred to the Com- 
mitiee of the Whole House. 

Mr. BABCOCK reported, from the Commitiee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, a bill for the relief of 
Esther Augu:, and a bi'l for the relief of W. Wil- 
lis: referred to the Conunittee of the Whele 
House. 

Mr. FORNANCE, from the Commitiee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of John Burcham. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made an adverse report 
upon the petition of Mary Lyen. 

Mr. PAKXER reported adversely upon the peti- 
tion of Elizabeth Crandon. 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension 
to John Peak, and a biil granting a pension to 
Israel Thomas: referred. 

Mr. JONES cf Marv'and, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, made adverse renorts upon 
the petitions of Joseph Brown and Josiah West- 
lake. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill ‘‘making appro- 
priation for continuing the improvement of the 
navigation of the Hudson, O1io, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Wabash, Arkansas, and Red rivers, and of 
the harbor ef 8. Louis, in the State of Mussoori.’ 

Mr. HOLMES proposed to add “and the Atlan- 
tic ocean” to the title of the bill. 

The bill was referred. 

Mr. R. McCLELLAN, from the Committee on 
Patents, reported a bill for the relief of Charles M. 
Keller. 


Mr MARCHAND, from the Library Commit- 
tee, reported a resolution directing the sum of 
$304 to be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
House, to the widow and children of the late David 
Dimock, jr, being the amount which he weuld 
have received from the 61a of December, 1841, to 
the 13th January, 1842, the day of his death. 

Mr. STANLY called for the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the resolution. It was edopted— 
yeas 102, nays 33, as tollows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Babenck, 
Baker, Barton, Bidlack, Blau, Boardman, Borden, Borts, 
Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Casey, Chitten- 
den, John C, Clark, Staley N. Clarke. James Cooper, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Doig, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Fornance, Gerxy, Giddings, 
Goggin, Patrick G Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Harris, 
Hays, Houck, Howard, Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, William 
W. Irwin, James, Keim, Joho P. Kennedy, Linn, Littlefield, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKeon, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, Samsou Mason, Mathiot, 
Mathews, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, New- 
hard, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Patridge, Pendieton, Pluim- 
er, Powell, Ramsay, Alexander Randall, Read, Rencher, Ridg- 
way, Rizgs, Rodney, William Ruesel!, James M. Russell, San- 
ford, Shields, Truman Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Alexander H. 
Hi. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro. John B. 
Tiiompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney, Van Buren, 
Ward, Chrstopher H. Williams, Wise, Yorke, Auguetug 


Young, and John Young— 102, 
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\ AYs.—Measrs. Arnold, Atherton, Bo B yd, Bronson, 
Riarke, William Butler, Patrick C Caldwe C aruthers, Mark 
A. Cooper, Cowen, Doan, John C. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, 
Gamble, Wiliam O Goode, Graham, tastings, Hog 
kins, Isaac D. Jones, McKay, Joha Tioms n Mason, Mat 
tocks, Medill, Meriwether, Pope, Reding, Reynolds. Sau I 
Bhepperd, Steenrod, Sweney, Warren, and Weller—33 


On motion of Mr. FIL LMORE, a resolution re- 
ported by him from the Commities of Ways snd 
Means was adonted, ca'ling on the Secre'ary of the 
Treasury to ascertain the quantity of 


saccharine 
matier in different kinds of sucar, with a 





view to 


the more pro er acjusiment of the dety thereon. 
Mr. F. also reported, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, a bill “making an appropria- 


tion for tke C umber! and road in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and [ilincvis, and for cerisin harbors:” 


referrec to the Commiitee of the Whole on th 
state of the Ucion. 
Mr. J INGERSOLL, from the Committee 


of Ways and Means, reporied a bill making ap- 
propriaiions for such officers as were not provided 
for in the general appropriatio n bill; and also for 
certain incidental expenses of the departments: 
ferred to the Committee of - Whole on the 
of the Union. 

Mr. S. MASON, from the same committee, re- 
poried a bill, which had been passed by the Senate, 
fixing the value of the pound sterling. 


re- 


state 


At his suggestion, the bill wes now considered, 
and passed. [it fixes the value of a pound at 
$4 84] 

Mr.S. MASON also reported a resolution in- 


struciting the Committee of Ways and Means to 
inquire into the expediency of changing the time 
for the merting of Congress from the first Monday 
in December to the same day in November; also 
the expediency of changing the compensation of 
members of Congress, allowing them a compensa- 
tion Of only $6 per day at the end ef the first six 
months of cach session. 

Mr. WISE objected to the reception of the res- 
olution. The Committee of Ways and Means 
had nothing to do with the subject, and saould not 
have interfered on this occasion. 


Mr. S. MASON replied, and contended that the 
-ubject was 


; @% properly within the province of the 
Commi'‘tee of Ways and Means, 

The resolution was not received. 

Mr. COWEN, 


from the Committee of Claims, 
reporied a Senate biil for the settlement and pay- 


ment of certain clsims in the State of Alabama: re- 
ferred. 


Mr. CONVEN also reported a bill to provide for 
the P>5 ment of horses and equipage for volunicers 
in certain cases: referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union 

He also reported a joint resolution, which had 
been adopted by the Senate, adding another to the 
:tanding rules of the two Houres, and prohibiting 
claims cnce rejected from being* again presented, 
except uncer certain regulations. 

Mr. WISE opposed the resolution, and it 
laid on the table, and ordered to be prinied. 
Mr. JAMES W. WILLIAMS, from the Com- 
ttee of Claims, reported a bil! to provide for the 
of claims tor losses of property by. 
military Cecupation in the Territory 


was 


mi 
seltement 


‘ 


reason o7 its 


of Ficrida. It was read twice, and committed to 
the o mmmMitire oO the Whole. 

Mr. TOML INS ON, from the same committee, 
reported a biil for the relief ef Dexter Hungerford; 
which was read tive, and committed. : 

Mr. J. C. CLARK, from the Committee on 
Commerce, moved the printing of a commenica- 


tion ae that committee — received from the 
superin of Jight-i Odjection was 
made, oe thercfore the motion was not egreed to. 

Mr. SHERLOCK J. ANDREWS, from the 
same committee, repor'ed a bill to change the name 
ot x port of entry on Lake Erie from Portland to 
toatof Sandusky. The bill was read turce times, 
and passed. 

Mr. CASE from the Commiitee on Public 
Faads, reported a bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, 
widow, and othe:s, The bill was read twice, and 
Cc unmitted. 

Mr. BREWSTER the same committee, 
la bill for the retief of Joseph Hover and 
Guthrie. It was read twice, and com- 
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Mr. BR! Gas, from he Co Committee cn the Post 
Office 2nd Post Roads, repor'ed a bi!l to authorize 
the chef clerk of the Secretary of state to trank 
public official documents. It was read twice, ard 
committe. 

Mr. OWSLEY, from the sam? committee, 
troduced a bili for the relief of Peters, Moore, 
Co.; which was read — > en} commited. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Jat Commit- 
tee, to which were r¢ no daletier from the Seere 
tary of the Treasury, avd a paper from the Attor- 
ney General, on the s .bject of the laws laying du- 
ties on imports, made a report, which he moved 
should be laid on the table, and be printed; and on 
this motion he moved the previous question. 

Mr. WISE intimated hs desire to debaie this 
report, and consequently it was not received. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, submitted a resolution relative to the jurisdie- 
tion ef the courts of Iowa and Wisconsin in cases 
of baskruptey; which was laid on the table, aad 
ordered te be printed. 

He also reported a Senate bill entitled An act 
further supplementary to an act to establish the 
judicial courts of the United States; and another 
entitled An act to provide for the reports of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court of the United States; 
without amen:iment. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, reported, w 5 ie —-: the Senate 
bill for the relief of J. K. Tefi, administrator of 
Francis Didier Petit de Villers, oe ed. 

Mr. MAXWELL, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Richard Coke; 
which was read and committed. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made a variety of adverse 
reports. 

Mr. J. T. STUART, from the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, made a report respecting the 
office of military storekeeper at Frankford. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from a select committee, 
wished to make a report respecting a war steamer 
for the lakes. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said that was 
batable; and therefore it was not received. 

Mr. G. DAVIS, from a select committee, de- 
sired to make a report, the subjec) of which was 
not heard. 

Mr. CUSHING, Mr. WISE, Mr. SPRIGG, and 
others, objected; and therefore it was not received. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported back the Senate 
bill to provide an insane hospital for the Disirict 
of Columbia. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE (all the committees having 
been called for reports) offered a resolution, to fix 
12 o’elock to-morrow tor the termination of ail de 
bate in Committee of the Who'e on the naval ap- 
propriation bill, with the amendmen's of the Sen- 
ate thereto. He said the bil had been under con- 
sideration some weeks, and he submiited this reso- 
Intion for the purpose of disposirg of that iil to- 
morrow; and he called fur the previous question on 
his motion. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. He asked for the yeas and 
nays thereon, which were ordered, and resulted as 
follows—yeas 78, nays 84. 

The question then recurred on the motion for 
the previous question, Which was sustained by the 
House. 

Mr. RHETT called for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution; which were ordered, and 
resulied as follows—yeas 90, nays 71. So the 
reso\ution was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole; but, at tne so- 
jicitation of several gentlemen, he gave way, that 
the Territorial bills, acted upon in Committee of the 
Who'e duiing the last three days, might be put 
upon their passage. 

The following bills were accordingly read a third 
time, and passed: 

A bill granting to the county of Johnson, in the 
Tersitory of Lowa, the right of pre-emptioa. 

The bill to provide for the completion of the pen- 
itentiary in the Territory of Iowa. 
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Tae bil! to provide for filling up the ground in 
the rear of 


ine sea-wal! at St. Augustine. 
Poe bill making appropriations for ihe comple- 
tion of the pubire buildings in Florida. 
The bill making a ditional appropriations for 
the expenses of the Territorial Government of 
Florida. 


The bill granting a quantity of land for the im- 
provement of Grand river, in the Territory of 
lowa. 


ae act authorizing the county commissioners 
f Linn county, lowa,to enter, by legal subdi- 

visions, a quantity of land ca which the county 
seat was located. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Saunpers of North Carolina in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the naval service tor ihe year 1842, 
which had been returned from the Senate with 
amendments. 

Mr. CUSHING said that he had been instructed 
by the Select Committee on the Carrency to move 
to take up the exchequer bill. His object was to 
obtain the seuse of the House as io wheiher it shall 
be acied on at this session, 

The CHAIR, at the suggestion of Mr. Fitt- 
MORE, “aid that the naval appropriation bill was 
properly before the committee; it having been post- 
poned for the purpose of taking up the tariff bill. 
The Cuare then stated that the first question was, 
on concurring with the amendment of the Senate 
striking out $335,000, and inserting $800,000, s 
as to make the appropriatic n read $2,800,000. 

Mr. WISE (chairman of the Naval Committee) 
addrevsed the committee at le in favor of the 
amendment. Mr. W. first replied to the objec- 
tions raised by Mr. Apams, that a disproportionate 
number of officers hat beeu appointed from Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia, as 

compared with Massachusetis and otber States. 
He belicved the fact to be true, as stated by the 
gentleman, that the States of Virginin and Maryland 
and the Disirie* of Columbia had had an over-share 
of the appointments, and that there was a wrong 
in it; but he submitted to the committee whether 
jt was such a wrong as should prevent the appro- 
priations from being made. He wished, however, 
to call the attention of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts to the fact, tha: the over-proportion of 
commanders and lieutenants which he complained 
of could not exist, unless therc had been an over-pro- 
portion of mid: -hipmen — ed from those States. 
Now, it so happened that tae commanders and 
lieutenants waiting pro = ms were appointed 
midshipmen in the years 1824 and 1825, when the 
gentleman from Massachusetts himself, as President 
of the United States, had the making of the ap- 
pointmenis; so that, ‘if there was a wrong init, it 
should be Jaid at the door of the gentieman him- 
self, who now made these complaints 

The gentleman, by turning to the navy list, 
would fnd that ali these lieutenants and command- 
ers—an over-proportion of whom, he complained, 
were from Virginia, Maryland, and the District of 
Columbia—were appointed midshipmen by him- 
self, during the years 1824 and 1825. This was 
not the firs! time that complaints had been made of 
too many appointments being given to Virginia. 
The complaint was first made by Aaron Burr, in a 
letter writien to his son-in-law, Mr. Alstoa, wherein 
he speaks of the Virginia dynasty. Another 
source of the gentlemai’s objections to Virginia 
appointments was the abcliticn feciing, with which 
he was so largely imbued. In 1824-25, the num- 
ber of midsbipmen appointed was 327—of which 
111 were trom Virgioia, Maryland, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. If this was wrong, it was not 
the fault of those S:ates—for all were pressing 
for appointments—but the faut of the honorable gen- 
tleman who now made ihecomplaint. During those 
years, when 111 of the 327 were appointed from 
Virginia, Maryland, and the District, only 9 were ap- 
pointed from Massachucetts. Toe gentleman told 
the House, with a sneer, that there were no chap- 
lains from Virginia; and the remark caused a con- 
siderable degree of merriment among his friends 
and admirers. But(said Mr. W.) of the six pursers 


ath 
me be 


appointed by him, five were from Maryland, and 
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one from Virginia; so that, if we had not the men of 
God with us, we had, according to the gentleman’s 
opinion, the men of honor and honesty. The 
gentleman had committed the common fault of 
courting his enemies; but Virginia had always 
voted the old Democratic ticket; and if he had 
given her the whole 327 appointments, instead of 
111, she would still have voted against his re-elec- 
tion. ‘The gentleman should be the last to speak 
of Virginia ascendancy, for it was throvgh her 
Democratic Presidents that he had gained ail his 
honors. All the h‘gh stations he had filled had been 
conferred onhim by Virginia Presidents; but though 
he might have the certifie-tes of Washington, 
Madison, and Menroe, they never could have ac- 
quired for him the confidence cf the people « f Vir- 
ginia. Was it beeanse the gen leman was disap- 
pointed, that he now turned round and showed his 
hostility to the State of Virginia ? 

There was another error into which the genile- 
man from Massachusetts had fallen. He stated 
that Massachusetis had the largest proportion of 
common sailors in the navy, and should, there- 
fore, have the greatest share of the officers. There 
the gentleman was misiakcn. It was true that 
Massachusetts had the largest mercantile marine, 
and the Jargest number of sailors, but they were 
not enlisted in the navy of the United States. It 
was strange to tell, thatat New Orleans and Buf- 
falo, on the lakes, the greatest number of men 
were enlisted. It was, also, a melancholy fact, 
that a majority of the sailors in the navy were 
foreigners, notwithstanding there was a law against 
their enlistment. The sailors of Massachusetts 
were better employed in the fisheries than to enlist 
in the navy, and be satisfied with the slender pay 
and cat-o’-nine-tails of the United Siates service. 
His district had nearly the whole number of the 
sailors of the State of Virginia, but they were too 
profitably employed to enlist in the navy; many of 
them owning their own vessels, and making $500 
ayear. It was not until a war came, when the 
native sailors, driven from their accustomed pur- 
suits, would enter into our naval service. 

Mr. W. then en'ered into a refutation of ‘he 
statements of the gentleman from Georgia, [ Mir. 
MERIWETHER,] examining into his ealeulations 
and a'guing to show that he had committed great 
errors in the views taken by him of the Secretary 
of the Navy’s report. 

He would say a few words in reply to the gen- 
tleman from the city of Philadelphia [Mr. Caas. 
Brown. ] 

Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL said that no member 
from the city of Philadelphia had opposed the 
pavy. 

Mr. WISE said he was glad to be correcied 
It was not a gentieman from the city, but one from 
the suburbs, of Philadelphia—the member of the 
favbourg St. Antvine. That gentleman [Mr. 
C. Brown] had warned the navy that the next 
Congress would be composed of Western men, 
who would not feel the same pride in the navy as 
was felt by us—not so muchas we felt. Whom did 
the gentleiwan mean by we? If others had no more 
pride than he, the navy would die—no ships won'ld 
be commissioned—no promeiions made—no ves 
sels launched, and all the workmen discharged. 
The sound of the hammer wou!d no longer be 
heard, and distress would pervade the homes of 
the workmen. 

He replied to the objections urged by the genile 
mean from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cuartes Buown] 
to the present admiaistration of the navy. The 
first objection was, that the middies were too small, 
and that they wore long hair; and the second, that 
they were educated. The gentleman had told the 
House that he had been not only once a skipper, 
but also a schoolmaster. All he (Mr. W.) had to 
say was, that the gentleman was like Gold-mith’s 
schoolmaster. Toe only fault of that personage 
(said Mr. W., after quoting afew lines from the 
Deserted Village) was too much learning. He 
feared it mever would be said of the gentleman, 
that the wonder was “that one small head could 
carry all he knew.” 

Mr. C. BROWN. I made no such argument a: 
has been atiribu‘ed to me. [| said that the appren- 
tices and midshipmen should be educated alike, 


Mr. WISE continued, and said that both had 
their schoo]masters. The schoolmaster, the chap- 
lain, the tutor, were on every ship. The day was 
past when people wondered that a schoolmaster 
could “write and cipher too.” The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. C. Brown] he thought did 
not cipher very well in his estimates and ecalcula- 
tions put forth in relation to this bill, and the ap- 
propriations require { for the support of the navy. 

The gentleman had denounced the nava! ap- 
prentice sysiem. Who was its suthor? Whose 
glory or shame was it? General Jacksow’s. Trat 
man of military knowledge and experience recom- 
mended it. It was reported upon by Mr. Jarvis of 
Mains, as good a Demoeratas the gentleman from 
Pennsyivania. Now, however, the Honse was 
told, in efivet, tuat Jackson and Jarvis were aristo- 
crais. This skipper and schoolmaster from Penn- 
sylvania tells us that the apprentice system is aris- 
ltocralic, anti-democratic, aad a mere press-gang 
sysiem. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN prose, he said, to ask 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] if he was 
the author of, or would stand sponsor for, certain 
newspaper essays written over the signature of “A 
Friend to the Navy.” He asked this, because the 
gentieman had introduced them into his speech as 
a refutation of a statement made by himself, (Mr. 
B.) For if he was the author, or did so stand 
sponsor, he (Mr. B.) pledged himself to show to 
the House, and to the country, that those essays 
were the basest fictions ever attempted to be im- 
pused upon any community, although they bore the 
stamp of the Navy Depariment upon them, 

Mr. WISE sa‘d he was not the author, and did 
not know who was; neither did he know that they 
bore the stamp of the department; but he consider- 
ed the essays not so far wrong as the statements of 
the gentleman. 

Mr. BROWN said all he asked was for a re- 
sponsible father to the essays, to prove them all he 
stated As the gentleman from Virginia had used 
them as authority, he (Mr. B.) supposed he woul’, 
if he was not the author, at least adopt them; bat 
as the gentleman disowned them, and would not 
endorse them as true, he bad nothing to sey about 


them. Ail he wanted was a responsible faiher for 
them. He would not debate them with a man of 
straw. 


Here Mr. BURNELL obtained the floor, and 
was about to address the committee, but was inter- 
rupted on the ground that ke had hitherto spceken 
on the question before the committee. After some 
discussion on points of order, embracing the ques- 
tion of who was entitled to speak, in which Messrs. 
STANLY, ADAMS, WELLER, W. C. JOHN: 
SON, McKEON, FILLMORE, and J. P. KEN- 
NEDY took part, it was decided that Mr. B. could 
not speak, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then addressed the 
committee for some time, in opposition ‘o the 
amendment of the Senate, and in favor of the re- 
duced appropriation. 

He was replied to by Mr. CUSHING, who 
defeuded the Secretary of the Navy and the large 
appropriation at length, 

fir. CARUTHERS iken obtained the floor, and 
on his motion the commitiee rose and reported pro- 
gress. 

On motion of Mr. YOR‘XE, the House adjourn- 
ed at 5 o'clock p. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, July 22, 1842. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition from 
Charles J. Jenkins and William Williams, asking 
that a claim due John McKline, by the Govern- 
ment, may be paid to them; they having obtained 
a judgment against him: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from Dorcas 
Scull, a widow lady of Alabama, asking the pas- 
sage of a law granting her permission to bring into 
the United States certain slaves belonging to her, 
which were carried by her son into Texas. She is 
uawilling to sell those slaves in a foreign land; and 
the laws of the United Staies inhibit their retazn: 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a 
number of cit'zens of Northampton ceunty, Pena- 
sylvania, similar to a number previously presented 
by him, asking Congress to pass a protective tariff : 
referred to the Committee on Manufactyres. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee en the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred a bill supplementa 
ry to **An act to provide for the adjastment of tithe- 
to land in the town of Detroit, in the Territory 
Michigan, and fer other purposes,” passed April2 i, 
1806, reported ihe same baci without amendment. 

Mr. BAGBY, agreeably to notiee, introduced, 
on leave, a bill to authorize the Soliciter of the 
Treasury to compromise and settle wit 
rities of John A. Owen, late reeciver of 
moneys at Sr. Stephen's, A!abama; whieh was read 
twiee, and referred to the Committee on Finanee. 

House bill entitled “.u net to relingaish to Wil- 
liam Waller the imecest of the United States toa 
ceriain tract of land therein named, was resumed 
as in committee of the whole. The bil! was amend- 
ed cn Wednesday last, by substituting an entire 
new bill, repc ried from the Committee on Pablic 
Lands. There being no further proposition to 
amend the bill, it was reported to the Senate; and 
the question being on concurring with the commit- 
tee of the whole in its amendment— 

Messrs. KING and BAGBY went into a history 
of the claim, with a view to odtain a reversal of 
the decision of the committee. They argued that 


the secu 
the public 


ler. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana argued at some length 
in favor of the bill as amended. 

Mr. SMITH demanded the yeas and nays on 
concurring, which were ordered; and the question 
being put, it was decided in the negative: yeas 19, 
nays 20. 

The bill being engrossed, according to order, was 
then read the third time and passed. 

Oa motion cof Mr. BENTON, the bill for the re- 
hef of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson, widow of the 
late Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, of the army of 
thy United States, was taken from the table, and 
considered, as in committee of the whele. 

Mr. B. explained the care, and submitted an 
amendment (which was acreed to) av‘horizing the 
proper accounting officers ot the Treasury to audit 
and setile other items of her claim, as set forth ia 
Senate document cite , which were not allowed in 
the bill. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; the 
amendment was concurred in; and the bill being 
engrossed, according to order, was read the third 
time and passed. 

Engrossed bill providing for the sett!>ment ot 
claims for property Jost and destroyed by reason of 
the military occupation of the Territory of Florida, 
came up on ils third reading. It was read; and the 
question being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and the question being 
put, the bill was passed—-yeas 20, nays 16. 

Tho bill for the relicf of Henry Gardner and 
others, directors of an association called the New 
England Mississippi Land Company, was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. CHOATE explained the claim at lergth; 
afier which, the biil was laid on the table till to- 
morrow, at the suggestion of Mr. TAPPAN, who 
wished to make some remarks upon it. 

The bill for the relief of Tbomas O. Muir, 
Shields, Tarner, and Renshaw, Glendy Burk, and 
Edward York, and Edward Ogden, or their legal 
representatives, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. SMITH submitted an amendment so modi- 
fying the bill as to make it general in its charac- 
ter; providing for all similar cases which may 
arise in the St. Helena land district; and providing 
that, in all cases where lands are entered, where 
it shall not be jast for the United States to issue 
patents therefor, owing to error in the survey, or 
conflicting claims, it shall be lawful for the persons 
making the entry, who are legally entitled, after 
demand for a patent, to surrender the certificates, 
before they can be entitled to the re‘arn of the pur- 
chase-money. The amendment also authorized a 
resurvey of the lands in the district unsold. 


that amendment would do great injustice to Wal- 
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Mesos. KUNG, McROBERTS, and SEVIER, | 


oppo-ed the amendment; and Messrs. SMITH of 
Indiana and CONRAD spoke in favor of it; when, 

On motion of Mr. McROBERT'S, the amend- 
ment was so amended as to provide that the pur- 
chasers may retain their certificates of purchase, 
that the surveys be corrected, and then they may 
receive a patent for lands purchased by them. 

A ‘ter some Jurther remarks, by Messrs. SEVIER, 
SMITH of [odiana, CONRAD, WOODBRIDGE, 
and KING, the question was pnt on the amend- 
ment as modined; and it was agreed to—ayes 19, 
noes not count d. 

Toe bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendment was concurred in, the preamble wa 
stricken out, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; and being engrossed, 
was read the third time and passed. The title was 
made to conform to the provisions of the bill. 

An act to extend the collection district of Wis- 
casset came up as in committee of the whole; and, 
without being considered, was, on motion of Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, laid on the table. 


House bill entitled “An act to amend the laws 
relating to the Penitentiary in the District of 
Columbia,”’so as to require the appointment, by the 
warden, of subordinate officers of that institution, 
to be confirmed by the board of inspectors, and 
not subjecting them to removal except on the ap- 
probation of that board, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Messrs. BAYARD and KING explained and 
advocated the bill; and Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, 
MOREHEAD, and CLAYTON, opposed it, on the 
ground that the taking away from the warden the 


it 


power of appointment would be productive of 


quarrels, and would destroy all subordination. 
They maintained that the warden, being respon- 
sible for the safety of the prisoners and the well- 
conducting of the prison, should have the sole con- 
trol of those who were subordinate te him in the 
management. The inspectors wished to acquire 
power themselves, and had been busy here to ob- 
tain it. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved to lay the bill on 
the table. 

The question was pat, and the bill was laid on 
the table. 

The bill for the relief of William H. Robertson, 
Samuel H. Garrow, and J. W.Simonton, was 
considered as in committee of the whole, reported 
to the Senate, and, being engrossed according to 
order, was read the third time and passed. 

The Senate bill, No. 275, “to reduce and equa’- 
ize the rates of postage; to limit the use, and cor- 
rect the abuse, of the franking privilege; and for 
other purposes,” was taken up, as in committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. BUCHANAN requested the bill would be 
read. 

‘Ihe Secretary proceeded for about half an hour 
with the reading of the bill, which was of great 
length, and went into minute details of alterations 
and new reguiations; when, 

Mr. B. observed that he had no idea, when 
he called for the reading of the bill, that it was 
of such great length, or that it was to establisha 
new code of post office rules and regulations. He 
would withdraw his request to have the bill read 
through. 

The (urther reading being dispensed with, 

Mr. MERRICK said it was his intention to have 
the bi!! read and amended section by section. 

He moved several verbal amendments to the 
first section, which were adopted. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inguired what would be the 
reduction of the post office income by this bill. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that it was impossible 
to conjecture how much the income of the depart- 
ment would be affected by the chanze; for, although 
in some respects the postage would be reduced so 
as to conform to the small Federal coir in cireula- 
tion, that reduction it was expected would produce 
an augmentation of the number of letters trans- 
mitted by mail. Besides, there were other sections 
of the bill caleulated to increase considerably the 
receipts of the department. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would like very much to 
bave bad some calculation of the amount of re- 
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fice income. 

Congiess had been in session, with the excep- 
tion of a recess of two months anda half, since 
the 31st of May, 1841; and it was hoped this session 
would cloze in two weeks; but it could not be ex- 
pected this bi'l could be got through 1a that time. 
Ile thought it would be betier to let the matter lie 
over till next session. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that it was a mistake 
to suppose this was a new code of post cflice Jaws. 
it was only intended toreform some crying abuses, 
and prevent, if possidle, the department from fali- 
ing in arrear; as there could be no doubt that, if the 
laws in existence were enforced, the department 
would be fully able to pay its own expenses. He 
had no doubt, if Senaters would give their altea- 
tion to the bill for a short time, there would be no 
difficulty in passing it without encroaching on the 
unfinished business yet on the calendar. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked what improvements 
were proposed? 

Mr. MERRICK replied, that one was in rela- 
tion to assimilating the postage to the Federal coins; 
another, in relation to expresses; another, to the size 
of newspapers subject to one cent postage. He 
held up a newspaper about ten fect square, as a 
specimen of the abuse in relation to newspaper 
transmission. Another reform is to coniine the 
franking privilege of members of Congress to their 
own letters, and to abslish the franking privilege 
of postmasters, There were some other improve- 
ments; such as suppressing private expresses. Tle 
remarked, in reference to the delay in bringing for- 
ward the biil, that it was in consequence of its po- 
sition en the calendar. The bill had been reported 
some months back, but had not been reached on 
the calendar till now. 

Mr. BUCHANAN assured the Senator that, if 
there was time to get through with the bill, he would 
be as willing as he (Mr. M.) was to go on with it, 
and asceriain what ought to be done to reform the 
abuses complained of. But he should also assure 
the Senate that, if this bill was now to be proceeded 
with, they might bid adieu to the unfinished busi- 
ness on the calendar for this session. 

Each section of the bill would in itself take con- 
siderable time to discuss. It might be calculated 
that the reduction of postage proposed in the first 
section would be equal to 25 per cent. This re- 
duction, it was expected, might increase the quan- 
tity of letters, though he doubted it. But, as the 
proposition was a direct reduction, which might 
seriously affect the revenue of the department, he 
thought there ought at least to be estimates which 
weuld enable Congress to consider the matter un- 
derstandingly. 

Then, as to the second section, he would venture 
to say that, if it was attempied to be carricd out, 
there would be a nest of hornets raised about the 
ears of Congress, from which there would be no 
retreat. That section proposes to make such a 
change with regard to newspapers transmitted by 
mail, as will compel every editor ia the Union to 
become a spy and informer against his own sub- 
scribers. It also requires him to furnish the post 
offices with his private register of subscription. 
Such rules in relation to newspaper editors never 
before were attempted to be enforced in any coun- 
try in the world. ‘There was not a newspaper edit- 
or or proprietor in the Union that would not take 
up arms against this section of the bill. 

In order to test the sense of the Senate on the 
propriety of giving time to digest the important 
changes proposed, he would move to lay the bill oa 
the table. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the Senator would sus- 
pend his metion tor a moment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN assented. 

Mr. MERRICKX then proceeded to explain the 
second section of the bill, with a view of showing 
that all it required of an editor of a paper was, to 
furnish a list of the persons to whom he was trans- 
mitting his papers through the mail. He con- 
ceived editors and proprietors of papers would be 
benefited themselves, as, in case of the death or re- 
raoval of a subscriber, they woald be saved the ex- 
pense and trouble of forwarding papers for which 
they never would be paid. 


duction which this bill would effect in the post of- || 
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Mr. BUCHANAN asked, did the Senator as- 
sume there could be any right imposed upon news- 
paper editors to hand into the post office such lists 
of their subscribers? 

Mr. MERRICK conceived that, if it was made 
the condition on which their papers were tu be 
transmitted, they could not object. 

Mr. SEVIER thought it one of the most aston- 
ishing bills he had ever seen in his life. It pro- 
posed a reduction of posiage from 64 ernts to 5 
cents, and from 124 cents to 10 cents, and so on 
in proportion. Another proposition was, to take 
from the postmacters the right they bave had from 
the beginning of the Government, of franking their 
own letters. That is the main remuneration which 
many of them receive for their wouble. There 
was another section (the Yih) making it unlawful 
for stage-coaches, steamboats, or other vehicles, to 
carry letters privately, and subjecting the owners 
toa penalty of $100. The bill throughout estab- 
lishes such extracrdinary principles, that he should 
think it necessary to claim the time for its consid. 
eration suggested by the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia; and be would, therefore, renew his motion to 
lay the bill om the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN observed, that at the proper time 
he would propose an amendment to the second 
section, so as lo require all postage on newspapers 
and periodicals, from and afier the Ist of January 
next, to be pail in advance. 

Mr. CALHOUN, with a view of giving time 
to examine the bill, and appoint a day for iis con- 
sideration, would propose an adjournment. 

Mr. LINN suggested that the best plan would 
be to take two or three of the most pressing points, 
and introduce a separate bill to carry them out. 
It was utterly impossible to get through the bill as 
itnow stands, without giving up the rest of the 
calendar. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved an adjournment, and 
the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 22, 1842. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired what was the busi- 
ness before the House? 

The SPEAKER answered that the report from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, in relation to the 
bankrup! law, would be in order during the morn- 
ing hour. 

Mr. BOTTS hoped that the consideration of the 
business of the morning hour would be waived for 
the purpose of allowing him to present a memo- 
rial. He then presented the petition of the citizens 
of some town, (name not heard,) asking the House 
of Representatives to pass a resolution calling upon 
the President to resiga, and, in case of his refusal 
tocomply, to impeach him. He presumed it 
would be best to lay the petilion on the table, as 
there would shortly be so many of a similar char- 
acter, that it would be impracticable to print them. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia asked leave to offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the Treasury be required to 
inforin the House why the document furnishing the returns of 
the several banks in the United States has not been reported to 


Congress; also, that he state whether it ts In progress of prepa- 
ration; and, ifso, when it may be expected. 


Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. COOPER then declared his intention to per- 
sist in offering the resolution until it should be re- 
ceived. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the House 
go into committee on the navy bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE opposed the motion, and con- 
tended that the vote should first be taken upen the 
report of the Commiittee on the Judiciary in rela- 
tion to the bankrupt law. 

The vote was taken; and it appeared that no 
quorum was present. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a cali of the House: re- 
jected. 

Mr. CUSHING called fer tellers, who were ap- 
pointed; and the vote resulted: ayes 88, noes 36. 
So the motion was adopted. 


THE NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Saun- 
DERS in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
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of the bill making appropriations for tlie support 
of the navy during the year 1842. 

The pending question was the amendment of the 
Senate increasing the first item (for pay, &c.) from 
$2,335,000 to $2,800,000. 

Mr. CARUTHERS, who was entiiled to the 
floor, addressed the commiitee ia opposition to the 
amendment of the Senate. He said he was unable 
to perceive any reason why the determination of 
the House should be changed. He did not raise 
the question of power between the two Houses, but 
ihought the judgment of the House was entiled to 
more weight in a matier of expense than the judg- 
ment of the Senate. He replied to the arguments 
of the gentleman from Massachuseits [Mr. Cusu- 
1NnG] in favor of the large appropriations, and went 
into a history of the increase of the navy and its 
officers for some years past. He contended that 
our circumstances did not call for a great navy 
like that ef Great Britain, and that the splendid 
theories and schemes of the Secretary of the Navy 
would not be sustained by public opinion in the 
e@ untry. 

After showing that so large a naval force was 
not required for this country, he objected, also, be- 
cause this appropriation provided for men on leave 
or furlough, or men ‘‘waiting orders,” for years at 
a time, at an annual cost to the nation of several 
hundred thousand dollars. One princip!+ of a re- 
public should be, to “‘bave no sinecures.” It was 
unjust to the people, by whom the salaries were 
paid, to disburse such large amounts for no ser- 
vices rendered. 

Mr. KING deemed it a wise policy to have a 
war establishment of officers always on hand; for 
itrequired many years to make an officer, and 
they could not be provided on an emergency. 
What, he asked, would be the present number of 
officers, if a war should occur? He also urged 
the necessity of building iron ships through whieh 
ashot cannot pass, and generally defended the 
policy which had Been pursued in the gradual in- 
crease of the navy. 

The first question was on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate striking out $335,000 
and inserting $800,000 so as to make the appro- 
priation read $2,800,000 instead of $2,335,000; and 
when the vote was taken, it resulted in ayes 66, 
noes 89. : 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 

The next question was on concurring in the fol- 
lowing amendment of the Senate: 

Strike out: “Provided that, until otherwise ordered by Con- 
gress, no part of this or any future or existing appropriation 
shall be applied to the payment of any officers in the navy ap- 
pointed afier such date, beyond the number in each grade on 
the lst day of January, 1841; and that the excess now in the ser- 
vice beyond that number, shall be reduced as fast as deaths, 
resignations, and promotions will admit.” 

And insert: That, ull otherwise ordered by Congress, the 
officers of the navy shall not be increased beyond the number 
in the respective grades that may exist at the end of the pres- 
ent session of Congress, nor of midshipmen beyond the num 
ber now in service; and all vacancies of midshipmen when 
filled shall be supplied from the States, Territories, and Dis 
trict of Columbia, which at the ume shall not have their due 
proportion of midshipmen; having regard to federal numbers 


in theservice, provided suitable applications are made for the 
same,” 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered an amendmeat, 
the effect of which was to disagree to al! the Sen- 
ate’s amendment, with the exception of the last 
clause, relative to the appointments of midship- 
men in proportion to federal numbers. 

The CHAIR decided that ihe amendment was 
not in order. 

Mr. SLADE moved to amend the Senate’s amend- 
ment, by striking out from the words ‘‘and all va- 
cancies,” down to the end of the paragraph. 

On taking the question, this amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the Senate's 
amendment, by providing that the appointmen's 
of midshipmen from the respective States shall be 
in proportion to the number of seamen, marines, 
apprentices, and boys, from such States in the 
service. 

This amendment was also rejected. 

Mr. BURNELL offered an amendment provi- 
ding that the apprentices in the navy, who shall be 
found qualified, shall be appointed to fill the va- 
cancies in the grade of midshipman, as they may 
hereafter occur. 
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Mr. WISE submitted that the amendment was 
not in order, as it was a piupesition to alter and 
modify an existing law. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL also suggested 
that the amendment was not in order, inasmuch as 
it was an amendment to the bill, and not an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate. 

Toe CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order; and the questio 
ayes 62, noes 76. 

Mr. SLADE offered an amendment, to strike 
out the words “having regard to federal numbers,” 
and insert “having regard to free white popula- 
tion.” This amendment was rejected: ayes 10, 
noes not connted. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the amendment of the Senate; and it was decided 
in the negative: ayes 46, noes not counted. 


was taken, resulting in 


The next question was on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate inserting the words “ex- 
cept in payment for materials previously contracted 
for, and yet to be dei:vered,” to come in that clause 
of the bill which restricts the expenditure of the 
anpropriation for the dry-dock at Brooklyn, New 
York, ti'l a suitable site is selected in the harbor of 
New York, and the title to the Jand obtained, and 
a plan and estimates of the cost prepared. 

This amendment was concurred in, 

The question arose on concurriog in the fol- 
lowing: 

“And prov ded, also, That the Secret iry of the Navy ma 
io his discretion, apply the sum of $100,000 of the amount 


hereby appropriated, ind any balance of former appr priations, 
for the construction of a dry-dock at Brooklyn, New York, to 
the construction of a floating dock at the same place.” 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by adding the words “if, in his opinion, 
such floating-dock will supersede the necessity of 
a dry-dock.” This being adopted, 

The question recurred on concurring in the 
amendment as amended; when 

rc. MASON of viand offered an amend- 

Mr. MASON of Maryland offered { 
ment, repealing the actor 1842, entitled “An act 
for the consiruciion of a war steamer for harbor 
defence,” and providing that the Secretary ot the 
Navy shali asceriain the amount now expended, 
and due to the contractor, Mr. Stevens, and pay 
the same. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
not in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered the following 
amendment: 

“Thatit sh duty of the Secr« 
port to Congress, the first wee 
early thereatter as practicable, 
for the 


ethe tary of the Navy to re- 
in January in each year, 
the expenditure 


7% ' lnding l pr 1g 
year, micitu x all ¢ rPenses 


ras 
of each vessel 
> repairs 
it thereof, and all 
afloat; or in dock, if lying 
luring the year that each ship 
imilar report of each ship here 

oOasto exhibit an annual and 
agcregate amount of the cost and expenses of each shin, a 
the service rendered by iitothe country. And, also, specifying 
the amount for materials, as well asthe amount for 
the building or repairing each ship. 
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The CHAIR decided that this amendment was 
out of order. 

The amendment as amended was then concurred 
in. 

On the ques‘ion of concurring in the amendment 
increasing the appropriation for the navy-yard at 
Pensacola from $35,300 to $100,000, the vote was 
—ayes 47,noes 69. 

No quorum voting, 

The CHAIR accertained, by count, that a quo- 
fum was present, and put the question again; when 
it was decided in the negative—ayes 55, noes 74. 

The question being on concurring in the follow- 
ing : 

“Por the charter of the steamers 


Splendid and ¢ 
September and October, | +tl, 


for the 


urion, In 
survey of Nantucket 
shoals, $4,345 39. 

“For carrying into effect th the suppression of the 
slave-trade, including the support of recaptured Africans, and 
their removalto Africa, under the authority of said acts, in- 
cluding the unexpended balance of former appropriations car- 


ried to the surplus fund, $7,565 14 


Mr. MASON cof Maryland renewed his motion 
to repeal the act making an appropriation for the 
building of a war sieamer for harbor defence. 

The CHAIR ssid that the amendment was not 
in order. 

Mr. MASON appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, but the comuaitice sustained the decision. 
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Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the ameud- 
ment, by str.king out the sum of $7,365 14, and 
inseriing $10,543 42. 

The zmendment of Mr. Fittmore was adopt- 
ed—ayes 75, nors 60. 

M:. CAVE JOHNSON then moved to strike 
out the item appropriating $4,345 39 for the char- 
ter of vessels employed in the survey ef the shoals 
of Nantucket. He said he knew nothing about 
the justice of the appropriation, end could not, un- 
der such circumstances, vote tor it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that he could assure the 
gentieman all was right. 

The motion was then rejected. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered a proviso, de- 
claring that the sums of money appropriated in 
the biil should not be expended, unless the tariff 
bill should becoine a law. 

Tne CHAIR ruled the amendment to be out of 
order. 

Mr. WARREN appealed from the decision; but 
the Chair was sustained by the committee. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON offered an amend- 
ment, providing that $250,000 should be appropri- 
ated to the construction of a war steamer upon the 
plan of Lieut. Hunter: rejected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
appropriation of $20,000 for arranging the curi- 
osities brought to America by the exploring ex- 
pedition: rejected. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the item ma- 
king an appropriation for the suppression of the 
slave-trade. Ue considered ita mockery: rejected. 

‘The several amendmenis of the Sevate having 
been passed upon, 

On motisn of Mr. FILLMORE, the committee 
rose, and repotted the bill to the House. 

As soon as the Speaker had announced the 
question on the first amendment ef the Committee 
of the Whole, 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN rese and moved the previ- 
ous question. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed to him to withdraw the 
motion, in order that he might reply to certain re- 
marks made in relation to him. 

Mr. IRWIN signifying a disposition to do so— 

Mr. BOWNE objected; and said he would re- 
new the motion. 

Mr. WISE said he should claim the privilege of 
replying to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams ] 

The previous question was not sustained—ayes 
39, noes not counted. 

Mr. ADAMS said he should urge upon the 
House a noa-concurrence with the Commiittee of 
the Whole in the first amendment made by them 
to the amendments of the Senate. His main rea- 
son for so doing was, that be considered the bill 
but as making appropriations to pay the cebts of 
the nation. Though the first amendment was 
alone under consideration, he hoped he should not 
be precluded from making some observations con- 
nected with other amendmeats, and in answer to 
remarks which had been made in relation to him. 

The SPEAKER suggested that these remarks 
might be made ata subsequent stage of the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS would prefer to make them now, 
whilst the previous question could not be called. 

The SPEAKER said, ifa pcint of order was 
raised, he shou!d feel bound to entertain it. 

Mr. ADAMS then proceeded; but was soon in- 
terrupted by 

Mr. WISE, who inquired whether it was in or- 
der for tae geutleman from Massachusetts to reply 
in the House to what had been said in committee. 

The SPEAKER said it was not stricily in or- 
der, but was often done. 

Mr. WISE gave notice that 
the benefit of the rule 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that if it was not in or- 
der for him to reply to what occurred in committee, 
he might puta contingent case. He might sup- 
pose charges made against him, and go on with a 
reply to these supposed charges. He would sup- 
pose some one from the regions beiow—T(laughter, ] 
some demon in hefl—had made charges against 
him. In the first place, the ground of attack made 
by this demon in hell failed. He (Mr. A.) had 
not opposed the increased appropriation for the 


he should claim 
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navy. He acted as he had done with 
the payment of the deb's of the nati 

month ago, when the bill was ander djseu 
the Committee of the Whole, he had made 
remarks in answer tothe charee that Ma 
setts had an undue proportion ot her citize 
navv. He then showed that it was 


and that, for some years past, Ma 





a view to 
Abont 

10m jn 
some 
ssachu- 
S in the 
infoun ‘ed 
achuectts bed 


nothad i's due pre porion o he cffivers of ¢ 
navy. In furnishing proot Of this a bon, 
was led to examine the Navy Rezister, fram which 
he discovered that, althoueh Massachusetts had 
not her due ,rooetion, Virginia had, per contra 
five or six limes aS Many as she wu entiticd 
both now and here‘ofor He hat former! | 
this ia vindication of tog achuretts, and 1 
much in ermp'aint of the number assigned to Vir- 


ginia; and h 


setts, if any, should have a large share of officers— 


that she furnished t amen an’ figh: men to 
the navy in a very undue proportion. Frem 
returns made to the Secreiary of Siz it would 
found thal, out of some nine or ten thonand sea- 


men inthe navy, Massachuselts furnished 
five thousand, Virginia only fear 
thirty-one, and some of the Southe 
one, 
ag 
{Mr. ¥ 


four or 
hundred and 


Staies no 


imaginary per: to whom he re 
Nive | said this was not th fact; al id his 


mace ferred 


proof was, at the majority of Our seamen Were 
enlisted in New Orleans, snd on the Jakes. This 


proved him to be about as correct in his Ingic as 
in his rhetoric and fa The sailor was a bird 
of passage; and the factof so many enlisting at 
New Orleans, only showed thata greater number 
were to be found there without occupation. 
place of enlisiment was no test whatever of the 
birth-p!ace of Sailors. 

He then proc eeded tosaythat,so faras Massachu.- 
setts was concerned, he would be willing to dis- 
band the army to-morrow. ET “mi atts} 
kept up for others’ benefi', at the exp 
paid by his State. I: was, however, Y ; ; 
and he was therefore willing to vore fer rt. He 
was willing to vote the same protection to the p 
ple of the West, against the savag 
as he claimed for the industry of his 

But the House had been told that, if an undue 
proportion of officers in the navy . 
from Virginia and Maryland, he was the author 
during the four years ki at the he a of the 
Government. A vasideal of eloquence had been 
expen led by the id imas uary perso [Me 
Wisr,] who, | 


xoking to his own eae a t find ing 
nothing but e 


ruption there, had attributed toh 
(Mr. A.) the most sordid motives, and vartiality 
against his own Sate of Massachusetts. It was 
said that, during the four 
\ Ishipmen 


years of h 
tion, Lil mi Were appointed from 


tr 
aa 


now 


nseof: 


- 
» 


point 


vas 


ginia,ant but 9 from Marsachuseits, Withabase 
and corrupt heart, that personege had imputed to 
others motives which own. It wa 


were his 
? 


ania ¢ 





charged that ambition, 

a. ~ the people of Virginis 
(Mr. A.) to take this course; anc 
bly some generosity towa , 
first in the Revolution had actuated him. ‘the gen- 





tleman from a nne‘see (Mr. Carurm had paid 
him acomp ‘ntinimpat ing thisla vetohim 
*. 1 say, in 





But he was actnated byt 

the first place, that he had nothing to do with the 

appointment cf midship nen. been 

plained of by his friends, for carrying the principle 
- 





of not intezfering with the heads of d-parimenits in 
appointments to office too f. He did not recol- 
lect one midshipman who was appointed by him- 
self. It was the prac'ice then—(he thought he 


saw different symptoms now)—for the heads of 


the War and Navy Depsrtinents to dispense such 
favors as the appointment of cadets and midshin- 


men. Aregisier of applicaticns was keyt, from 
which the head of the department selec! d, with 
reference to applicants of the longest standing, 


best recommendations, and having regard to fed- 
eral numbers. Thoug's with le power than 
Louis XIV., lie that monarch, when he wi-hed 
any friend «f his appoiated, he had to ask it as a 
favor of the Seeretary. Otten was he refasec; and 


} 


only once was he told there happened to be a va- 
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cancy, and that was the extent of Mis appoint: 
men! 
It had been also asserted, ‘hat the appcintments 


of captains and commanders being but 
of appointments to the place cf mi 
was, in fact, the author of the disproporti 


number of captains and ¢ 


the result 
ishipmen, b 
nate 


mmanders, because he 





appointed m midshipmen from Virginia, 
x i id : in i hea na 

i VoOQ } r i ‘ Yo a 

0 fh a ! ! ‘ € Ni 

Amic j j y act ra som 

had attained the ra ute ', but no 

There fe the ) afi Y char 

ac aiast him ‘ nid He { 1 a 

report mode b |, when Secretary of 

ihe Navy,in apn I aA resol ng foi 

the number of offi from different S:ates. 





[fe went on to show, by reference to statistical 








tatem that | ty Stration wa 

weral r the prevent number of captains and 
comn ler . i. 1 eCKoHI > n ©} ye ison 
why i Atlantic States bata greater number of 


naval ofScers thaa these that were inlan 
pared ihom to ducks aad fow!. The 

ff the Atlantic States, like ducks, ra 
water; wile those of 
ther removed from it, such rassion, and, 
like the fow! of the barn-yard, they avoided the 
water. Perhaps he might compare the Western 


, he com- 
inhabitants 
d to the 
ihe other States, being fur- 


had no 


people to the eag'e, whose delight was in the hil!s 
and mountain top He then went through other 


upport ol 
wn def-nee. 
Mr. BURNELL succeeded, and commenerd 


with an invoeation to the House 
} 


table in his are 


ment, urged mainly 


for his o+ 


to listen to the 








impor’ant ‘tatements being made, and (as the great 
majority were leaving the House to dine) net to 
give cra ion of their animal appetites the 
preference. [ne hungry members, however, did 
not return, and he proceeded.}] He was soverciga, 
atlast for one hour; and he would proceed at his 
leisure. He then went into an examination of the 
service regulations for the naval schools, and cGa- 
demned tue prohibition to the apnrentie:’s further 


ohicers Ovil 


progress, and 


the placing ot youth as 


them, who know less the duty of seamansh:p 
then the apprentices themselves. He quoted from 
a } 


. » ra ae vne ‘ 
ecommenadations oi boy named S 


auel D. 
ee on beard the North Caro 
t character; and 


soumMmMende 


‘ nil 
comman: 





application 


alent, 





acquiremen's, disposition, and physical capacity. 
I , as nine others alse had been for the same 
reason, He asseried that he could select from 
ar t the s ne n the service of the 
counter equainted with the du he sea, 
z { nt bumber to give OTs € in tiine 
of ef toe 7 the flag oi the ¢ aloft in 
triumph 

M . Wik ic ha , o ot ned the {] r, pok 2 
folloy 

Sir vid Mr. Wise,) after the non-concurrcernee 
f xe of the Whole en the state of the 


. ; : amen ~~" +} Si $ i 1 
nion jn this ame imen’? of the sen Ms wneen 





( 
T 
henestly proposes to pav offiecrs and men for naval 


‘rvice already aciually rendered in this year, 
ch has nearly expired bef the appropriation 
bill has pasred, I vined ubmit ence, 
not to make another effort for the navy, and to give 
it up, for this Congress at least, in ree I 
sould net have risen again on this bill but for the 
wanton and gross personal attack which has bern 
made npon me by the member from Massachusetts, 


{XN *, ApamMs | 
And, s.r, what has 
This Houre reduced the 
not only below the 
bat far below the 
the officers and 
heea ren 
month of 


been the canse of this attach? 
navy aprropriation biil 
estimates of he depariment, 
um actnailly necessary fo pay 
seamen in service,and who have 
lering that service » 10 ‘thi > day of the 
July, in the year 18 The Senate, by 


i this ameaodment, restored ne nae ih amovnt neces- 








sary for the past and future service of the year. 
By a statement which I have furnished to the 
chairman of the Commitiee of Ways and Means, 
{Mr. Fittmone,] it is shown that this amendment 
even will not meet the amount required for the 
whole service of the year, by a sum little skort of 
$200,000. And thus the real issue was and is, 
shall the navy be paid for the servie? it has actu- 
ally ren‘ered? Or, will this nation repadiate it 

wn debt to the officers and seamen of its own 
navy, already incurred? Whilst th’ en wa 
under debate, the most potential argument, or 
ra ier that which seemed to have most weight and 
influence against paying our officers and seamen, 
was the file objection taat there was great seciional 
inequality in ihe appointment of the officers of the 
RAVY. 





: quest 


It was replied 


, vith reason and justice, that 
though ibis fact 


might be so, yel it was no argu- 
Ment against paying officers who were appointed 
and had actually rendered service, that they did not 
harpen to be born in the right places whence ap- 
pointments should have been made. But the cb- 
jection petenert the appropriation was reduced; 
and since it has been restored by the Senate, the 
saine objection was urged in this House again, and 
by none more strenuously than by the ~ member 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams.] True, he sup- 
ported the amendmentof the Sesate by his vote 
bat, as usual with his perverse and inconsistent 
nature and course, he voted one way and argued 
the other. He voted for the proposition, and op- 
posed it with elaborate statistics to show this very 
inequality of captains, commanders, lieutenants, 
and midshipmen from the States of Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and the District of Columbia, which defeated 
the appropriation. Is defending the appropriation 
against his speech, not against his vote, I showed 
that he, above all men, ought to be one of the last 
to complain of chis inequality. I appealed to the 
Navy Register itsel’, the anngal register during his 
own Administration, to show the fac'—which no 
one except himee’f will deny—that out of 327 mid- 
shipmen appointed from March 4, 1825, to March 
4, 1£29, whiist he himself was President, the num- 
ber of 111, (more than one-thicd.) were appointed 
from the States of Maryland and Virginia and 
from the District of Celuimbia; and that, during 
the same period, but nine were appoin'ed from the 
S ate of Massachusetts; and that out of siz pursers, 
appointed in the s same ‘time, five of them were ap- 
pointed from Maryland alone, one from the State 
of Virginia, and none from any oiher State or Te:- 
ritory in tae Union. I referred also to the fact 
that any inequality among the States and Territo- 
ries in the grades of captains, commanders, and 
lieutenants, above midshipmen, was to be attrib- 
uted to the appointment of midshipmen originally ; 
that the officers of tae higher grades reach their 
ranks by promotion ia regular succession, and not 
by appointmen'; and I said that many of the licu- 
fenants of this day were those who were appointed 
mid-hipmen about the period between the years 
1825 and 1829 ‘That, therefore, the member from 
Max achusetts [MIr. Apams] was himself the author 
of, and responsible for, much or most of the ine- 
quality existing in that grade—the grade of licuten- 
ants at this time. ‘These were plain and simple 
facts, resting for their truth or correction upon the 
records of the Navy Depariment. 
With these fects staring me in the face, I could 
not avou inquiring Why it was that one who had 
been one of the ver? authors of this inequality, this 
wrong—for wrong it was admitted to be—not the 
wrong of Virginia or Maryland, or the District of 
Co-umbia, though they had been made most griev- 
ously to answer for it—but of one who was as 
much to blame for it as any other living man, 
why it was, [ say, that this very man of the mis- 
chiet himself was the ene to complain of i:? Sir, I 
saw that the complaint was uttered here in the 
very sense and spiritin which it has been made for 
years in certain incendiary papers which have been 
endeavoring to afray one portion of the Union 
against ihe other. I saw it made in rancorous hos- 
tility to what the slang of abolition denominates 
the slavevcrary of this country! The member knew 
his own motives; but I could not think otherwise 
than that his attack upon Virginia now, so incon- 
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sisteat with his appointments when President, was 
not. so much to vindicate Massachusetts as to 
waken and rouse that fiery serpent which is des- 
tined—if the member’s principles and policy be pur- 
sued—if his will can have it so—one day to set this 
nation in flames. 
For stating the fact that he is particeps criminis in 
the wrong of this inequality, anc! tor exposing the 
motives of his inconsistent complaint of it, he has 


been allowed to respond to me in his usual strain of 


violent invective and abuse, against all order of this 
House, and all propriety of debate. No sooner bas 
the committee risen and reported to the House, then 
the House refuses to vote the previous question, in 
order to allow the member, out of order, to reply to 
my remarks made in the committee; and, as usual, 
to torture me with the lash of his scorpion tongue. 
This is not the first time that his friends, regardless 
of him, bave formed a ring around the vanity of 
dotage, to hiss him on, like a bull-dog of debate, to 
lacerate my feelings, and then to cut me off from 
the opportunity of defence by the previous question. 
They will urge his weakness to do what they dare 
not do themselves towards one whom they dread 
even more than they hate. 

{Here a member, in an audible under tone, said: 
“Very modest, that.’’] 

Pointing to that member, Mr. Wise continued: 
For you, as one in particular, sir, I mean the re- 
mark. If it be a strong one, apply to yourself al] 
that it imputes as capable of chuckling irre penn : 
bly at the wounds which the imbecile wrath of age 
inflicts, without the courage to dare to offer the like 
indignity yourself. 

The member from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] 
eould not, by the rules of order, it seems, be allowed 
to allude to me in parliameutary phrase, as the 
“member from Virginia;”? but he was allowed to 
employ an infernal figure of seech, and was in- 
dulged in imagaping me ‘a demon of hell.” Sir, 
this examp.e of indecorum, this gross language, 
comes from an old man—from one who ought to be 
worthy to be venera'ed, who ought to have some 
self-respect, and whose age might admonish hin 
that be ought to be too much beloved by all to per- 
mit a barsh reply even to indecent and offensive 
larguage used by him. Sir, I have tried, identi- 
fied with the history of my country as that mem- 
ber is, to venera'te him; but I have tried in vain. 
Reverence for age is a high virtue in youth; and 
this House and this country will bear me witness 
that this old man has been often and long spared 
by my forbearance towards him, in respect alone 
to his age and the stations in publie life which he 
has filled. Bat, sir, taere is a point beyond which 
age and station must not be permitted to pass with 
impunity; and to the critic or the censor who would 
plead old age against the reply I am about to make 
to the member from Massachuseits, I would say 
that one of higher authority than any I reecgni-e 
here, (Lord Chatham,) on s memorable occasion 
in his parliamentary lite, laid down the correet rule 
on this point. In reply to Walpcie, he said: 

“But surely age may become justly conter 


tible, if the op- 
portunities which it brings have passedaway without improve 


ment, and vice appears to prevail when the passions have 
subsided. The wretch who, after having seen the consequences 
of athousand errors, continues still to blunder, and whose age 
has only added obstinacy to stupidity, is surely the object 
either abhorrence or contempt, and deserves 
gray head should secure him from insults. 

“Much more is he to be abhorred. who, as he has advanced 
in age, has receded from virlue, and becomes more wicked 
with less temptation; who prostitutes himself for [money] 
thatwhich he cunnot enjoy, and spends the remains of his 
life in the ruin of his country.” 

Sir, I have left out one word of the quotation as 
inapplicable to the present case, and have inserted 
another. I know not that the love of “money”— 
that the basest of all vices, avirice~is the vice pre- 
dominant in the present insiance; but there are 
others characteristic of him “abhorrent” and “con 
temptible” enouzh to ju-tify me in saying of ths 
old man: Wanting in self-respect and in respect to 
the feelings of all bis brother men; wanting in dig- 
nity of age and station; wanting in trath and in a 
sense of justice; wanting in true courage, and bold 
only in the impunity of age; full of malice, and 
desperately bent on serious mischief, public and pri- 
vate, for which he is fu'ly armed; literally “spend- 
ing the remains of his life” in the treasonable at- 


tempt to “ruin his country,” instead of preparing 





not that his 


of 


ee 


whese hands it is a 


to ineet his Ged, “in fearful |} 
thing to fall,”"—wel! may bis imagination run upon 

demons and upon the “regions b:low.” I will ‘not 
say “without God and wihont hope in the world,” 


(for I will jadge rot, lest I be judged;) but, sia nd- 
ing with one foot in the grave, (and who can say 


how long the other will be kept out cf it, by a mer- 
cifal Providene: dm —soon, in the course of human 
life, to appear at th: e bar of an Almighty Judge,— 
unless the current ¢ r his life be changed by Di vine 


grace, he may too soon be swept into the compar 
ionship of demons: nothing to save him in his owa 
natare—nothing at all—except it be that the na- 
ture of the incarnate devil is so terrible as to make 
it unsafe for hell itself to hold him, hereafter! ‘Pre 
devii himself might protest against his being sent 
to his abodes, lest an insurrection might be raised 
in his dark dominions—especially if any negroes 
be there! 

Iam done now with his imaginary figures and per- 
sonages, and will turn to his earthly facts and ar- 
gumenis, if they deserve to be socalled. I would 
say to him—for I speak to him, and not to an 
imaginary being—that, with his usual misrepre- 
sentation of an acversary, he has not stated me 


correctly in a single instsnce where he pretended 
to state what I said at all. 
His first error is, that he represents me as hav- 


ing said that a majority of the sailors in our navy 
do not cone from Massachusetts. I said no such 
thing. WroaatI did say was, that the sailors ia oor 
navy might or might not be mostly from Massa- 
chusetis, but whether so or noi there was no cer- 
tain means of testing. Why? Beeause there is 
no register of the nativity of our seamen kept in 
the navy. They are enlisted everywhere. The 
recruiting siations are numerous; and though it 
against the law of the United States to enlist for- 
egners into eur service, yet it is notorious that 
many of our naval seamen are Soreigners. The 
Massachusetts and the Virginia sailor will not en- 
ter the service if he can be employed in the cod- 
fishery or whale-fishery, or in the coast trade. A 
man who can earn five or six hundred dcllars a 
year in running oysters to market in our smail 
shallops of the Chesapeake Bay, and be me 
man free, will not enter the United States 
on nine or ten dollars per month and rati mus, and 
be subject to the severe discipline of f the. cat-o’- 
nine-tails. I said, further, it so happened that the 
most of our present enlistmen's of native seamen 
are made at the poris 8 of Baffalo and New Orleans, 
and notat any port of Massachusetts. And what 
says the member in reply? Why, that “such | a 
reason, in support of such a position, only shov 
that the personage in question is on a level in his 
logic with his rhetoric and his poetry.” Says 
“a sailor isa bird of passage, and the place of his 
enlistment is no test whatever as to where 
came from.” Now,sir, I admit that the sailor is a 
bird of passage in his nature and his occupation 
bat I deny that his place of enlistment is not some 
test “Sas to where he came frem;” and by ascrer 
that itis no fest whatever, the member betrays an 
utter ignorance of the nature and character of a 
seaman. Forexainple, what he says is rue in re- 
spect to New Orleans—perhaps the port he relied 
on to illustrate his remark; but take Boffalo, the 
other port named by me, and the enlistment or a 
lake seaman, a fresh-water s:aman there, would be 
almost positive proof that the man enlisied was 
not a seaman of Massachusetts. he seamen of 
Massachusetts are old salts, and Cooper never illus- 
trated a better known truth than when he pictered, 
in one of his late novels, (the Path Finder,) the 
habitual antipathy and contempt oi 
sailors to fresh-water navigation and fresh-water 
sailors. If sailors enlisted at New Orleans might 
have been seamen of Massachusetts, there are a 
thousand chances to one that those enlisted at pe 
falo were not salt-water sailors of any Atlantic 
State: so that the member’s logic is ona ieve! 
with his own rhetoric and poetry. Sir, [ never 
pretended to be a rhetorician or a pret, and God 
forbid I ever should, unless my rhetoric and poetry 
should far surpass that of one who could never, 
with all his learning, be taught either, ihovgh he 
was once in his younger days a professor of 
rhetoric; who has all bis life been a mariyr to 
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rhetoric, and rhetoric a martyr to Vacate, ad ede ae of one who, 
for mere rhetoric’s sake, eowld never forbear to 
strike a dagger of words iato the bosom of a friend, 
or for mere vanity bedau!: a foe with praise; of 
one who was dooned by the clu'nsy thetorie of 





—_—_—— 


his ‘lighthouses in the sky” messages, and of his 
* Evony and ‘Popaz” some No, sir, noteven the 
imagination ef such a poet as cou! d write the 


rhymes of Dusky Sally* and De rmott McMurrough, 


however used to flights inrongh the sky, or cescents 
info the “lower regions,” is strong eneugh to 
transport an old Cane Cod or Nantucket: alt-waier 
sea-dog across the coatinent to Buffalo, and con- 


vert him into 2 fresh-water sailor! 

But, sir, suppose that all the seamen in the navy 
were fro} n Massachasetts: would that be a reason 
why all the officers teo of the navy should be from 
that State? On the contrary, sir, according to my 
voor logic, the fact of the navy giving emplo yment 
to so many of her sailors should, I think, be con- 
sidered as accounting well for the fact that Mas- 
sachusetts has not had her full complement of 
efficers. Another reason, | am credibly informed, 
is, that commissions in the navy were never, until 
lately, so much sought after by young men of 
Massachusetts or New England, as by those of 
other Siates. I was never, in ime past, considered 
so respectable there as in Virginia to be appointed 
a midshipman in the navy 

Again: Sir, the member from Massachusetts says 
“the same personage,” (the demen from hell,) 
“looking inio his own heart, and finding nothing 
there but the foulest corruption, imputed the same 
to other people; and attributed the in quality of 
his appointments from Virginia “io low, mean, 

and personal motives in him.” Sir, I did attribute 
to him the lowest, meanest personal motives. I 
did so, because I believe him, solemnly, capable 
of as mean, tow, and bare motives as any which 
can promot the human bosom. I bave every rea- 
son to know him to be capable of such motives, 
and of conduct which naturally springs from 
them. What grounds had I for imputation of such 
motives? Look at the facts of the case. When in 


the 


a an he had the appointing power in his 
own hand oe gave the appountmen's as unequally, 
if not more so, to Virginia, Maryland, and the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, than «ny predecessor er suc- 
ces?or before or since his time. His Secretary was 
from New Jersey, very pariial | know in his per- 
sonal affectious towards Virginia. Virginia had 
not voted for the membdcr from Massachusetts. 
She was flattered by many rich and honorable ap- 
pointments. The member was a candidate for 
re-election. Hie was a weak mincrity President. 
His notorious policy was to let his friends take care 
of themselves, and to bait weil his political ene- 
mies. He was defeated for asecond term. Vir- 
ginia voted against him, as she ever has and ever 
would against him and his forever. Though her 
Presidents trusted and honored him—of all parties, 
for he had the kneck of taking the bounty from 
all of al! 


al! pelives—her people never would honor 
and trusthim. Hewas defeated, I say, in part 
by her vote. Instead of retiring to the shades 


of priva‘e life, for tinie and forgetfulness to throw 
oblivion ever his errors, def-a‘t, and disgrace, he 
came back again on the arena ef public life. 
Instead of coming back here, b 'y 2 life of useful- 
ness and honer, to wipe off ‘he stains of the past 
aidto reverse the judgment of his own times upon 
his public administration and ppon the means by 
which he acquircd power, his whole course has 
been such asto confirm the sentence proncunced 
upon him by bis worst enemies, and to inake old 


friends sigh wiih the admission that he has since 
proved himself to be more wicked than the people 
of kis country imazined when they indignantly 
hurled him from the hich place of their confidence 
and trust. Posterity must now seal that judgment 
with a seal of black; and his memory must suffer 
more hereafter for what he has done since he was 


convicted and punished, than even his living repu- 


uffered by the just judgment which was 
Norges ey Mr. : 
necimens of John Quin 
Folio, and see hia Jes 
tuo, may be seer 
of Congo 


Wis 

*For one of the 
poetry, turn to the Port 
Mr. Je ffrson. There, 
Itisa piece Wuich all 
laste 


finest *y Adan 
amorphosizs ou 
his hate to Virginia 


stinks « *—according to hig 
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pronounced upon bim by the people of his own 
time. Instead of returning to atone, to Conciliate, 
he came back breathing vengeance, and seeking 
every occasion to wreak it on an horest prople 
who would not have hitn 'o runie over them. We 
see him in this instance complaining that Virginia 
bas more than her share of offices, when an uve- 


qual share of them was in part given by himself! 
When in power, the appoitments were given t 
her. When elec ione2ring for her vore, ihe elder 


child’s portion was allotted to her by himself. 
After bis defeat, after ber vote against him, we 
him, none other than himself, <omplaining of his 
own injustice to the rest of the Union! Now that 
he is fast hastening in the decline of lif: to either 
the upper or the lower regions, witb no end of am- 
bition but the ends of malice to 
him ultering complaints against hisown acts! His 
complaints fall heavily on 
doubt that, for acts such as these, with such mo- 
tives, he was justly punished, and that he does 
regret that he : 
lavishly——that he Jost the best of h ew friend: 
and won notan enemy. This is enough to tor- 
ment the wicked man; for suecess alone can ap- 
pease the conscience of such a one. Upon this 
foundation [ attributed the complaint of the 
ber to his regrets and to his vengetul malice 
bat he pleads, “I did not Who then} 
Southard, my Seeretary——a dead man—- 
best Secretaries the navy ever bad,-—he did it, not 
1!” Sir, was he not I sponsible for what Mr 
Southard dia? Mr. 
Southard did no injustice, disisibuted not the of- 
fices of the people unrquaily among them? Mr. 
Southard loved Virginia; he lived once in h 
its, an! married one of her daughters, le is gone; 
I will not speak his eulosy; 
ter spoken by the member himself, who now at- 
tempts to throw the blame « ¢ 
he complains, upon the memory of his [riend. Sir 
Mr. Southard would not complain that Virginia 
was honored, were he alive to speak; he would be 
first to honor her. 


TY 1 
No, sir; this complaint come 


see 


subse €, we see 


himself. j nave ro 


id bait his political adversaries too 


meni- 
Ah! 
“Mr. 
ne of the 


do 1?” 


Was he not bound to see that 


has been 


{this Wrong, ol whien 


from another quart rom one who never loved 
Virginia. The old grudge remains. Virginia 


never voted for the house of Braintree! 

Another member from Massachuset's [Mr. Bur- 
NELL] has, too, with studied 
same changes upon Virginia—Virgi: 
having all tue honors of 
ginia has the Secreiary of the Navy; the first, I 
believe, from the foundation of the Government. 
Virginia has the first ¢ Pthe Department. Vir- 
ginia has the presidency of the Board of Comis- 


sioners, afier fig 

the Jast war. Virginia has the chairman of the 

Committee on Naval Affairs! Ye Rere 15 

any honor in that place of your gifi, lam chairman 

of Naval Affairs, afier an apprenticeship in the 

ranks of that committee for at eht years 
Weil, cir, so it has been 


repetition, rung the 
a! Virginia! 


the Government. 








ng his way through the whole of 


, sir, ul 


Virginia has everything! 
from the beginning. As ai the f 
What? That Virginia has had 
sacrificed nothing, or has not 
ever gol?’ No,sir. Bot it is as it always was— 
Masgachusetts versus Virginia. The house of 
Brainiree versus the house of Monticello, 
ism versus Democracy! The very 
ginia stinks as 9 stinks”? In the nostrils 
of certain politicians and fanaties.f It is not a 
local but a political prejudice. 

Why did gentlemen not goa lit] 
disclose the real grief of their hearis? Why di 
they not, whilst enumerating the secretaries, clerks, 
commissioners, chairmen, captains, commanders 
heutenants, and midshipmen trom Virginia, ecom- 
plain that Virginia had been honored wiih Ave Pres- 
idents to Massachusetts’ fo Hine illa ' 
S.r, the unpardonable offence of Virgin 
that she is the mother of the Gracchi; that she has 
ever s'ripped off the black cockade of Massachuset s. 
Thicis nothing but the old war revived. This last 
complaint is nothing but a fungus from the same 
vld, rotien, b tter root 

As I to'd you yesterday, Barr beg 
piaint. In a letter to his sou-in-law, Alston, as the 


pame oi Vir- 





“ail Con 


r 





e further. an 


lackryma 
a has been, 


} this com- 


Ree prec ding note for this quotation from the same poet, 
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tory runs, he wrote that Jackson was the man with 
who break down the “Virginia dynasty,” 
but, in the course of Providence, Jack-on was the 
very man, in the hands of Virginia Democracy, 
with whom to head of the house of 
Braintree. Surely ascion of that i!lustrious hou-e 
ought not if Massachu.-e 


WwW: 
as ipgion 


erame to 


break the 
to complain. had but 
fwo, and it tock both to serve outa ! 
term of eign! 
jamie i 

wa aid 
va'e 
term of the “reign of terror.” 


ibey were both from the 
Tine last of the house 
io have been put in by a minority of 
in the pation to fill up the uncomple'ed 
Andas soon as that 
was fulfilled, he who now 
“corruption” on his lips, impu'ed 





mily of Bramtr 


curse upon the countr 
rises with the word 
by 


to my heart, wiih an eflrontery apprepriate to har- 
dened iniquity, as if he were an “ angel of light,” 
was huried like a failen angel from the high place 








fthe peoples power—a place, like Para lise, lon 
pure fuy the unpardona te erig:mail sin of ‘* bargain 
and corruption !” 
But he says that now, now, wl in the provi- 
ws 4 
dence of Car 1, anoiaer! Virginia Pre ent nolds the 


power of different rule prevai!s 
from that which governed duting his own pure 


app intment, a 


reign [ thank [Teaven that another and a 
different rale from his does prevail. Anoiher, 
more jus', more eqnal, reforming the inequality 
which he continued, 'f be dic not originate it, has 
prevailed both under Mc. Badger and Mr. Upshur. 
Vir. B er, cutof 77 midsuipmea appoin ed by 


' 
or 20 per cent. Mr. 
‘oO Virginia, or 13 ner 
when President, out 
Maryland, and the 
Which rale 
ean judge. I never 
that he was the originator cf this inequality, 
or that anv 


sy 
Upshur, oat ef 90, cave 12 
hn Q. Adams, 

of 327, gave Lil to Virginia, 
f Columbia, or 34 per cent. 


isthe more equal, the world 





>t he ¢ fide 
ine mia? 
0 € i Qiu 


commanders NOW in 


ervice were appointed midshipmer by him. The 
(fficers of tho-e grades have to serve uatil they are 
oray, longer than twelve or twenty years, hefore 
they become captains or commanders. Whacl 
said was, that the member confined the inequaliy 


S much resoon 
more; 2 

for it in the corps of 
e, many—neor a few of 


erts—-were appointed mid 


of appoinimen's; teat he was 
for li as any cone ilvit 
especially was res 
lieutenan/s n 
whom, as hea 
by him. 

Sir, the member coneluded by saving thet 


by me is false—‘ folie as ihe heart from 
- a 


nd that ie 





m~wip 
hipmen 
this 
Statement 


which t! proceed'd.” ‘This larguage was permitt 

to him, and it ecmpels me reply, ty if it be 
false, the annnal N Reg r prepared during 
his own A? tra are false; the falschood, if 
any, ishis own officia! falsehocd. Sir, the state- 


—faise as he who 
er betrar- 





ir 
{ bv his 
rT 


his foes: fase as the political Fagin 


of tpl nation wi yop ral . ever sports with the 


hime= 














truth in misstating a: adversary, and whose con- 

er rfuily awakentoth= awful reality 
of demons until aboatto meet them in the horrible 
1 a-aeuse of eternity! 

Sir, I have bat a x more to add. If the 
member from Massachusetts (Mr. 4 pams] bad not 
been an eld man, pro‘ected by the imbecility ¢ 
ace, h vid tio vec, as long as he has, 
thet y of my ds. It is high time that I 
hadu -d atleast my opinionsofhim. It is but 
just to m vn character, which has been constant- 
ly assailed by his slander, that I should put my 
stamp epon his testimony, so that the world may 
know, at least, my esumeie of its tree valne. I 
therefore soberly, dispassionately, and without 
malice, say to him, that I have triel in vain to 


resneet him; that his opinions of me, even when 


comparing me toga demon, are not half so bal as 
those which I enteriain of him. I have !ong ceased 
to resnec! on » OF io eonce d srespect for one, 


i | 

who has no respect for himself. T sha!l henceforth 
treat him, as he rich y deserves at my hands, with 
unveiled candor, truth, and justice, without pity or 
forbearance. To his friends [ say—of those geptie- 
men who encourage and hiss on his attacks of vi- 


perous venom, all 


them wil',in any revponsibie, tangible shape, un- 


BE. - 


I ask is thatanv one or all of 

















deriake to endorse his slanders; or, if they cannot 


obtain their own consent to do that, let them here. 
afler only clear the ring, and give me a Jair field 
for a war of words with the member from Massa- 
chusetts himself. I premise you never to spare the 
outlaw again, unless obiiged to do so by the pre. 
vious question. } have ao other reply, sir, at pres- 
ent, 10 make to any gentleman. 

The debate was continued by Mr. CHARLES 
BROWN; after which, 

Mr. YORKE moved the previous question; which 
was seconded, and the main question ordered. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the yeas and 
nays were ordered; and on the question on concurring 
with the firstamendment of the Senate, increasing 
the appropriation from $2,335,000 to $2 800 000, it 
was decided in the negaiive—yeas 72, nays 105. 

On concurring with the amendment of the Sen- 
ate, striking out the first proviso, it was alzo de 
cided in the negative—yeas 4", nays 130. 

On concurring in the amendment of the Senate, 
increasing ihe appropriation for the navy-yard at 
Pensacola troin $35,000 to $100 000, it was de- 
cided in the negaive—yeas 52, nays 113. 

Tie remaining amendments were severally econ- 
curred in. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting, in compliance with 
the revolution of the House, a report of the Secre- 
tary of Sate on the subject of our relations with 
the Republic of Texas: laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

A message was also received from the President 
of the United States, transmitting, in further com- 
pliance with the resolution of the Honse of the 29:h 
April last, the report of Wm. M. Sceuart, esq., one 
of the commissioners appointed to investigate the 
affairs of the New York custom-house. 

Mr. G. DAVIS inquired whether this document 
would be printed under the order of the House di- 
recting the printing of the othelfreporis? 

Some conversation ensued on the subject, be- 
tween the SPEAKER, Messrs. DAVIS. CUSH- 
ING, UNDERWOOD, and others—resulting in 

Mr. UNDER WOOD'S moving that the report 
and documents be printed. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to lay that motion on the 
table. 

Mr. CUSHING called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TURNEY withdrew his motion; when, 

On motion by Mr. ARNOLD, 

The Houre adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, July 23, 1842. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a pelition from a 
large number of manufacturers of salt in Onon- 
daga county, in the Stale of New York. They 
represent that the state of the market is very much 
depressed, end pray that Congress will protect 
that interest Sy the Imposition of a duty equal to 
10 per cent. on the bushel of 50 ibs. on ail foreign 
ordered to lie on the table, where 
the tariff bill nov Hes. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial from a 
large number of merchants of the city of New 
York, on the subject of the duty proposed to be 
levied on Cotten goods by the tariff bill now before 
the Senate; siating that, if that duty were retained, 
the tariff woul! be prohibitery in character, in- 
stead ef a bill for revenue: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. W. aiso presented a memorial from a very 
large number of persons of the city of New York, 
remonstrating againsi the duty proposed to be im- 
posed on sheathing-ecpper by the tan bill now 
before the Sen-te, and representing that it would, 
if passed, almost destroy the shipbuilding interest 
in this country: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CRAFTS presented a petition from 125 citi- 
zens of Caledonia county, Va, praying the im- 
position of a duty on cheap imported wool, to 
enable them to compete with foreign woo!-growers; 
which was Isid on the table. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from the city 
of New York, praying that Evropean leeches may 
be imported free of duty; if not, that the rich only 
could enjoy the benefits trom leeching: ordered to 
lie on the table. 


salt imported: 
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Mr. STURGEON presenied a memorial from 
Delaware county, Pennsylvania, praying that, in 
the adjustment of the tariff, such a rate of duties 
may be imposed as wiil give protection to home in- 
dustry: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Public Lauds, to which had been referred 
House bill eutitied ‘An act granting to the county 
of Johnson, in the Territory of Iowa, the right of 
pre-emption to a tract of land for the seat of jus- 
tice, aud to repeal the second section of the act of 
March, 1839, supplementary (o the aci entitled ‘An 
act making a donation of Jand to the Territory of 
lowa, for the purpose of erecting public buildings 
thereon,’ * geported the same back without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. S. said, on an examination of the bill, he 
found it was identical, in its provisions, to a bill 
which had passed the Senate a few days ago; and 
he would, therefore, ask that ii be taken up and 
passed without delay. ‘Phe bill was ‘hen coasider- 
ed, as In committee of the whole, reporied to the 
Senate, and was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Coammitiee on 
the Judiciary, to which bad been referred the bill 
to permit the Solicitor of the Treasury to setile, ad- 
just, aud compromise ihe claim of the United States 
against Henry Daniel and Thomas Tripleti, jr., 
deceased, now, or laie of the State. f Kentucky, 
reported the same back without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

At the suggestion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the 
bill was taken up as in commictee of the whole; 
and having been explained by that Senator, in re- 
py to an inquiry by Mr. CALHOUN, was report- 
ed to the Senate; and having been eagrossed, ac- 
cording to order, was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, House bills 
for the relief of John erwood, and for the re- 
lief of the Springfield ufacturing Company. 

Several adverse reports {rom the sianding com- 
milttees to private claims were taken up and con- 
curred in. 

Mr. WALKER moved to postpone the previous 
orders of the day, for the purpose of resuming the 
consideration of the bill to provide for the settle- 
ment of the claims arising under the treaty with 
the Choctaw Indians at Dancing Rabbit creek. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inguired whether the com- 
mittee had agreed to insert land, instead of money, 
to satisfy the claims?) That would govern his vote 
on the motion to take it up, 

Mr. WALKER was understood to say that he 
was willing to take ei.her. He was anxious to 
have the biil disposed of in some way, as he had 
received two memorials lately from his Legislature, 
pressing the importance of a speedy passaze of the 
bill. 

Mr. SEVIER was understood to say that the 
committees of the two Houses had reconciled their 
disagreement; and that if the bill were taken up, it 
would not occupy any length of time. 

Mr. WALKER made some further remarks on 
the importance of taking up the bill, and demanded 
the yeas and nays on the motion, which were or 
dered; and the question being put, it was decided in 
ine negative, by yeas 19, nays 2). 

On motion cof Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Senate 
took up, as in committee of the whole, the bill to 
amend the act entitled **An act supplementary to 
the act entitled ‘An act to amend the judicial sys- 
tem of the United States.” The bill was amend- 
ed, on the recommendation of the Judiciary Com- 
wittee, to read as follows: 

Beit enacted, &c., That the fourth circuit shall be composed 
of the districts of Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia. 


The fifth circuit shall be composed of the districts of Ala- 
bama and Louisiana. 

lhe sixth circuit shall be composed of the districts of North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

The circuit courts in the district of Virginia shall be holden 
at Richmond on the first Monday in May and on the fourth 
Monday in November. 

The circuit courts in the district of North Carolina shall be 
holden on the fourth Monday of May aud second Monday in De- 
cempber. 

This act shall not take effect until the first day of February 
next, before which time the justices of the Supreme Court (or 
@ majority of them) of the United States shall allot the several 
districts among the justices of said court. 


The bill was tzcn reported to the Senate; and 
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the whole 
the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WOODBURY renewed the motion to take 
up the bi'l for the sett!iement of claims arising un- 
der the treaty at Daneit:g Rabbit creek; but the 
disagreed 


the aimencment of the commutee of 
having been conecurre! in, 


motion Was to—ayes 17, noes not 
counted. 

Mr MERRICK made the motion to take up 
the bill regulating the rates of postage; and the 


quesiion being put, the motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. SEVIER made an ineffectual motion to 
have the bill for the relief of Gardner and others 
taken up aid disposed of, 

The bili to regulate appeals and writs of error 
from United States for 
the Norihern district of Alabama, was takea up 
as In committee of the whole. 

Messrs. BERRIEN and BAGBY exp!sined and 
advocated the passage of the bill, and Mr. KING 
said be covid not see that much benefit could re- 
salt from it; aud without further information upon 
the subject of the change proposed, he could not 
give his sanction to the bill. The bill was then 
reported to the Senate, ar i ordered to be engrossed; 


the district court of the 


which beins done, ii was read the third time and 
passed, 
House bill entitled An aci for the relief of Syives- 


ter Pnelps, and the heirs or legal representatives of 
Charles Landon, deceased, came up, asin committee 
of the whole, in its order; and having been explain- 
ed and defended by Messrs. WOODBRIDGE and 
PHELPS, and opposed by Mes-rs. CALHOUN 
and KING, was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
toa third reading—yeas 24, nays not counted. 
The bill was then read the third ume, aed passed. 

The following bills were then taken up, as in 
commiitiee of the whole, considered, reported to the 
Senate, and, having been engrcs:ed according to 
order, were read the third time, and passed: 

House bill entitied Aa act for the relief of John 
P. Converse and Henry J. Rees. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Ed- 
wia H. Childers, administrator of John P. Hick- 
man. 

The bill for the relief of the legal} heirs and rep- 
reseatatives of Hugo Crips, deceased. 

House bill entitled An act to constitute the ports 
of Stonington, Mystic River, and Pawiucket River, 
a collection disiriet. 

| Chis bill was amended on the ree 
of the Commitiee on Commerce. ] 

House bill entitled Au act for the relief of Mary 
Woite, of Pennsylvania, was taken up, as 


} 
i 

a leen 

aayverse 


nmendation 


in com- 


miitee Of the Whvie,on ana repert of the 

Committee oa Pensions; and, on motion of Mr. 
BATES, was indefinitely postponed, 
THE NA VAT, BiLL. 

Tree bili making appropriauons for the support 


of the navai service for 


the yedr 1842, having veen 
returned from 


the House, With a messege stating 
that that House had non-concurred with several! o! 
the amendments o! 


the Scnaie to the Dill, and had 
concurred 


with others, with addiiional amend- 
ments, the bill was, on moon of Mir. BAYARD, 
referred to the Committee on Finanee 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate re- 
sumed the con ideiation, as in committee of ihe 
whoie, of the bill toreduce and equalize the rates of 
postag«; to limit the use, and correct the abuse, of 
the franking privilege; and for other purposes. 

Mr. MERKICK stated that, since the bi'l had 
been under discussion yesterday, he had come to 
the conclusion of submitting some amendments 
justified by the suggestions then made. 

He would propose to strike out thove sections of 
the bill objected to, retaining merely those which 
were so rea:onable, and obviously necessary as to 
meet the genera! assent of the Senate. 


> 


The first section, as ii now stands, proposes some 
reduction of postage, but also proposes a corres- 
ponding increase. Tne reduciion would be on 
letters now paying 64 cents and those paying 124 
cents; the postags on the former to be 5 cents, and 
en the later 10 cents. Tae increase would be on 
Jeiters now paying 183 cents, ou which it is pro- 


posed to charge, in future, 20 cents, It is the 


opiniou of the depaitment that the reduction in the 
the oth 4 


one case wiil be met by the increase in 


781 
so that the reveaue from postage will not be ma- 
terially affected. 

The secord section relates to returns to the de- 
partment, to be made quarterly by newspaper edit- 
ors aud proprietors, tor the purpose of atfording 
some check on the postmasters, over whom the 
department, has no check at present. But the Sen- 
aior from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucnanan,] having 
yesterday pointed out objections to this section, 
and also to the first section, which, if debated, 
would lead to delay, and interfere with the calen- 
dar, it was his (Vir. M.’s) intention to move to 
strike them out, with an understancing that it was 
his intention to introduce a separate bill on Mon- 
day, embracin, tnem and other sections of this bill, 
which he would presently allude to when proposing 
to sirike them out. 

The third section, being essential for the interests 
of the depariment, and unobjectionable, would re- 
main, and become the first section of the present 
bill, as amended, lt provides for the redress of a 
reat abuse in the transmission of newspapers 
ied mammoth newspapers, of greater size than 
the Journal of Commerce, which is taken as the 
maximum standard, calculated to be 1,307 square 
inches. The postage on this size will be one cent; 
and, for every five inches suuare beyond that stand- 
ard, one cent additional. He explained the ne- 
cessity of this provision, and again exhibited a 
double mammoth Brother Jonathan, about ten feet 
square. 

The sections for 
provisions objected 





ar, five, and six, contain those 

to yesterday as likely to lead 
to proiracied debate. They related to the franking 
privilege, &c. He would, therefore, move to take 
them out of the present bill, with a view of in- 
serting them with the other two before specified in 
the bill which he should introduce on Monday 
next. 

To the succeeding section there would be no ub- 
jection. 

The eighth and ninth sections provide for carry- 
ing out more effectually the existing law of 1825. 

‘The tenth section is to prevent private expresses 
from competing wita the department. It prohibits 
them by fine; but does not affect private persons, 
carrying the letters or packages of their friends 
without pay. 

The iith seciion prohibits foreign vessels from 
carrying letters from port to port of the United 
States; and the 12ih regulates the deposite of let- 
ters which they bring to the United States. 

The 13:h section is to enable the Postmaster 
General to make contracts for carrying ihe mail on 
steamboats, &c. for shorter periods than four years, 
which he is pot auihorized to do under existing 
laws. 1 will be in his power, for instance, on the 
Western waters, to contract with steamboat own- 
ers for a single trip, or for a month or year, which 


it is expected will, in that quarier alone, enable . 


him to effect a saving of between forty and fifty 
thousand doliars. 

The fourteenth section is intended to encowrage 
the syztem of private boxes in the post offices ot 
large towns. At present, a postmaster may receive 
#3000 of sveb rent, bat not beyond that; and 
? 7 . = . 
iherefure becomes indifferent about affording fur- 
ther accommodation. This section gives bim a 
commission of 124 per cent. on all rent received 
for the department beyond that sum 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed his approbation of 
the amendments proposed by the chairman of the 
commitiee, and had ne objection to offer in reiation 
to the sections of the bill retained. _ 

Mr. MERRICK now moved to strike out the five 
seciions which he had speci#ed. 

Mr. KING objecied to striking out the first sec- 
tion. He proposed a division of the question. — 

Mr. CONRAD concurred with the Senator trom 
Alabama. He thought the first section ought to be 
retained. 

There was some debate on this pcint, which re- 
sulied in the question being separated; so that it 
was first takeu on striking out the 24, Sih, 6.h, and 
Tih sections, which was agreed to; and then the 
question recurred on striking out the Ist seciion— 
that relating to the charge of postage. 

The retention ot the section was advocated by 
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CALHOUN, SIMMONS, BENTON, and Mc 
ROBERTS, and opposed by Messrs. BUCHANAN 


and SEVIER. But, seeing the zen-e of the Senate 
in favor of the ciauss, Mr. BUCHANAN with- 


drew his opposition; and the que 


on 


4a Was not taken 
striking it Qut. 

Mr. SIMMONS then moved to amend the sec- 
tion, by substituting the following rates of po 

For single letters transmiti-d iil any dis- 
lance not exceeding 30 miles, 5 cents; exceeding 
30 but not 150 mijes, 10 ccnts; exce 150 but 
not 350 mile’, 15 cents; exeeeding 350 but not 600 
miles, 20 cent-; exceeding 600 miles, 25 cents. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed this as a dangerous ex- 
periment, in the present financial condition of the 
Government. 

Mr. SELMMONS showed that 
applied to ihe whole, that apy 
an increase of r 
change. 

Mr BUCHANAN thovght it would throw the 
burden of the Post Office Depariment cn the public 
treasury, (oO the Aamountot a very serious loss which 
must occur in the revenue from postage. 

Mr. WOODBURY pvinted out that the respon. 
sibility of the change proposed in the section, as it 
now stood, would lie with the department iise‘f; 
but, if this amendment were adopted, the responsi- 
bility would rest upon the Senate tor not consult- 
ing with the department, or waiting for its esti- 
mates, which would be furnished if demanded. 

Mr. EVANS approved cof the princip!e, end 
thought a reduction of postage to a c riain extent 
would increase the revenue of the departmen!. 
He would suggest a modification of the amend- 
ment. It was to make the postage up to 30 miles, 
5 cents; to 150 miles, 10 cents; to 300 miles, 15 
cents; to 500 miles, 20 ceats; and exceeding 500 
miles, 25 cents. 

Mr. SIMMONS accepted 

Mr. BUCHANAN called 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
20, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Benton, 
Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, E 
Miller, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Ladiani 


lage: 
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the same arzuments 
ed toa part; and that 


venue might be expected from the 


the modification 


i yeas aia hays, 


for tue 


Berrien, Calhoun, Choate, 
18, Huntiy gton, Linn, 
i, Sprague, Tappan, 





White, and Woodbri lze 0. 
NAYS—Mesers. Bagby, Bayard, Buchanan, Conrad, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Kerr, King, MeRoberis, Manguin, Merrick, 


Rives, Sevier, Waike: 

So ithe amendment, as m 
was adopted. 

Mr. MERRICK then proposed several verbal 
amendments to each of the sections retained, which 
were all successively adopted. 

The biil was then reported back to 
and the amendmenis were concurred in. 
It was ordered to be engrossed for a third read 

ing, and, with the amendments, to be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on F.rance, 
to which had been referred the bill mak ng appro- 
priations for the support of the naval service for the 
year 1842, as returned from the House of Repre- 

‘entativese with amendments to tue ccriain amend- 
ments of the Senate, and with disagreeing +otes to 
others, reported that the committee bad considered 
the matter, and had instructed him to recommend 
an acherence to amendmenis of ihe Senate, 
and a disagreement to the amendments of the 
House; and aiso to recommend the appointment ot 
a committee ot conference. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN intimated a desire to de- 
bate the report of the committee, and moved an 
adjournment; which motioa was agreed to, and 

The Senate adjourned ull Monday. 


and Wor tur) 15. 
dified by Mr. Evans, 


the Senate, 


the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, Jaly 23, 1842. 

Mc. STOKELY presented the peition of 
members oi the bar of the State cf Ohio, practising 
ia the district court of the Uni'ed States tor the 
trict of Ohic, representing that the salary of the 
judge of that court is wholly inadequate to the du- 
ties required of said officer. 

Tc SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to De the mo!!on to priat the report of Wil- 
jiam M. Steuart, one of the commissioners on the 
Wew York custom-house, received from the Presi} 
jent in his message of yesterday. 


the 


dis 
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Mr. ARNOLD asked ieave to iatroduce a bill to 
reduces the pay and mileage of members of Con- 
, and to repeal @!! otber laws on the subject. 

Ovujeciion being wmade by several— 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to suspend the rules; 
which mction was rejected. 

Mr. COWEN said that, as this was the day 
whica, by the rules, should be devoted to private 
business, he would move that the House resolve it- 
eli into Commitee of the Waole. 


Oress 


fir. COWEN then called fur the orders of the 
day. 

The motion to print Mr. Steuart’s report, on 
which the previous question had been moved, was 


lacen up. 

Mr. ERIGGS moved to lay the question on the 
table. 

Mir. JOLINSON of Maryiand inquired whether 
the printing had been ordered under the resolution 
heretotore passed; and whether, if the motion to lay 
the question on the table prevailed, the printing 
would not go on 

The SPEAKER said the gentieman could judge 
of the effect of the resolation as weil as the Chair, 
and directed it to be read. The Chair had no a»- 
thority to decide what would be the effect of the 
resoivuion,. 

The resolution having been read, 

Ivir. BRIGGS withdrew his motion. 

Aftera crief conversation, Mr. STANLY ren+w- 
ed ihe moiion to lay ihe question of printing on the 
table; but, on taking the question, Mr. S’s moticn 
Was re jecte d. 

The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the reading of 
the report, and it was read accordingly. 

Tbe question was then taken ou print’ng, and 
decided in the affirmative—ycas 84, nays 66. 

Tac CHAIR communicated the following re- 
from the executive departinents: 

A report from the Department of State, trans- 
mititing, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House, an abstract of the regalations of the king- 
dom of France, commonly calicd the régie on the 
tubacco duties. 

Aiso a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, containing a statement of the public debt 
of the city of Washiagtoa up to the 2d ef September 
lasi—this dceument completing the statement of 
the debts of the several States anc Territories, call- 
ed for by a resolution of the House: laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

A number of bills from the 
twice, and referred. 

Alter the several bills from the Senate had been 
read a first and second time, and referred to appro- 
priaie committees— 

Mr. BURNELL asked leave to introduce a bill 
in relation to the mancer of enlisting appientices 
in the navy, &c. He moved to suspend the rules, 
fur the perpose of receiving it; but the House re- 
fused to suspend, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD desired to offer a reso!nu- 
tion calling upon the Secretary of ibe Treasury for 
copies of all circulars issued to the collectors of the 
castoms and revenue officers since June 30th. 

Mr. COWEN said he must object, as ‘ong as so 
many private claims remained unacted on. 

THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
ihe report of the Committee on the Judiciary, de- 
claring that it was inexpedient to include banks and 
oiher corporations within ihe operation of the gen- 
era! bankrept law. The several motions to lay on 
the table, recommit, &c., having hitherto failed, 
the question now recurred upon the adoption of 
the resolution of the committee, declaring that it 
was inexpedient to include corporations witain the 
operati:n of such a law. The House refused to 

dopt the resolution, by a vote of 53 to 113, as fel- 


lows: 


poi ts 


Senate were read 


YEAS—Messrs. Babcock, Barnard, Barton, Botts, Sampson 
H. Butler, William Batler, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, 
Cross, Deberry, Everett, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Giddings, 
Goggin, Graham, Gustine, Houston, Hunter, James, King, 
Linn, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Morgan, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Pope, Powell, Alex- 
ander Randall, Rhett, Ridgway, Rodney, Saltonstall, Truman 
Smith, John T. Siuart, Summers, Surnter, Taliaferro, Richard 
W. Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Warren, Joseph 
L. White, Christopher H. Williams, and Yorke—53. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landatt W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Ba- 
ker, Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cal- 
houn, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Casey, 

ark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, James 


J min Cc. 4 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Daniél, Garretc 


Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doig, Eastman, John C. Ed- 
wards, Egbert, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Charles A 
Floyd, Geary, Gerry, Patrick G, Goode, Granger,Gwin, Hall, 
Ifalsted, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, Keim,, 
John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lirtletield, Abraham McClellan, Rob- 
ert McClellan, Mckay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
Samson Mason, J. T. Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Miller, Mitch- 

|, Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Patridge, Pendleton, Plumer, 
Kamsey, Benjamin Randall, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, 
Roosevelt, James M, -Russell, Sanford, Saunders, Shepperd, 
S. yder, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Watter- 
son, James W. Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—113. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT said that the House having, 
in effect, decided that it was expedient to include 
corporations, he would move to recommit the re- 
port, with instructions to report a bill. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be out of 
order. 

Afier some conversation between Messrs. AR- 
NOLD, BARNARD, ROOSEVELT, and the 
SP&AKER, on a quesiion of order— 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said he would move a recon- 
sideration of se vote just taken, and explain the 
object he wished to attain. Some monihs since, 
the House passed a resolution, instruc'ing ihe Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to inquire into the expe- 
diency of including corporations in the operations 
of the bankrupt jaw. ‘The committee reported it 
to be inexpedient. The House now decided to re- 
ject the report of the Judiciary Committee; and, 
in doing so, virtually declared that a bill should be 
breught in. He moved to reconsider the vote, in 
order that the commiiiee might be instructed to 
bring in a bill; and called the previous question on 
the motion. 

Mr. JAMES COOPER moved to lay the mo- 
tion on the table. 

After some conversation or 
which Messrs) ADAMS, 
SPCAKER took part— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested to his friend 
from New York [Mr. Roostve tt] to withdraw his 
moiion to reconsider, aud bring the question before 
tne House on an appeal fro the decision of the 
Chair, declaring 1{ out of order to move a recom- 
mitment of the report, wiih instructions to bring 
in a bill. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT having complied with this 
request, ani appealed from the Speaker’s decis- 
jun 

Mr. STANLY, observing that he considered the 
whole effort butan electioneering movement, made 
a motion that the appeal be iaid on the table. 

This motion was carried—ayes 91, noes 52. 

Mr. BOWNE then moved @ reconsideration of 
the vote rejecting the resolution of the Judiciary 
Commitiee. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to lay this motion on the 
table. Carried—ayes 83, noes 80. 

Mr. BLACK asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
tv report a bill to this House to repeal the act establishing a 


uniform system of bankruptcy, passed at the Ist session of the 
27th Congress. 


Messrs. G. DAVIS, BARNARD, and YORKE, 
objected to the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. BLACK moved a suspension of the rules, 
in order to receive it; but the House refused to 
snspend, 

So that all attempts at action, on the part of the 
House, in relation to the bankrupt law, were unsuc- 
cessful. 


THE PRESENT TARIFF LAWS. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, asked leave to make a report in answer 
to the resolution of the House, referring to that 
committee the circulars issued from the Trezsury 
Department to collectors of the customs, in elation 
to the manner of collecting duties en imports. He 
desired that the report be laid on the table and 
printed, and moved the previous question on the 
moron, 

Mr. SAUNDERS inquired what accompanied 
the report. 
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Mr. SAUNDERS said that the chairman of the 
committee [Mr. BannarD] was instiucied to report 
a bill. 

Here Mr. BARNARD called him to order. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I cai! him to order. He 
has no right to praciise a fraud on the conmitice 
and the House. 

Mr. BARNARD. I call the gentieman to or- 


1 


f. 

Mr. SAUNDERS said the gentleman had no 
right to Make sucha repori without the authority of 
the committee. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the reading 
of the report; which was ordered, and proceeded 
with for some time; when 

Mr. CUSEING said that the morning hour had 
cxpired; aad he called for the ordere of the day. 

Mr. STANLY hoped that anviher hour would 
be taken. 

Mr. BARNARD then sai? he was directed to re- 
port a bill. 

Mr. SAUNDERS said that the genileman had 
no right to accompany the bill with a report. 

Mr. BARNARD said ne understood his duties 
as well as the gentleman from North Carolina, 
who was endeavoring to point them out to him. 

Mr. SAUNDERS observed thai five members of 
the committee had veted agains! the repor'; in op- 
position to whom, the gentleman was now seeking 
to present it to the House as the report of the com- 
mittee. 

At this stage of the preceedings, a motion was 
made by Mr. C:>WEN that the House resolve it- 
selfinto a Committee of the Whole Hous, in or- 
der to take up the private calendar. 

Mr. STANLY called for the veas and nays: 
which were taken, aud resulied thus—yeas 84, 
nays 85 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to go into Commiitee of 
the Whole on the si@te of the Union; which was 
negatived. 

Mr. STANLY moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of continuing the reading of the report 
of the chairman of the Judiciary Commitiee. 
motion was negatived. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked if there were net some 
private bills on the table. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the army appropriation 
bill, with the amendments of the Senate. [Cries of 
“Agreed.” 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON observed that it would 
be better to permit the bill for the redaction of the 
army to be taken up first. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had no objection, if 
that bill was before the House; but, until the ap- 
propniation bill was passed, no payments could be 
made. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi asked if it 
would be in order to move to go into commilice on 
the private ca'endar. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped the halance 
day would be devoted to District business. 

Mr. COWEN sai he hoped the motion of the 
gen'leman from New York, (Mr. Fintmore ] which 
had the precedence, woul.! be voted upon, with the 
understanding that, if it failed, the House would 
take up the private calendar. 

Mr. BARNARD asked the House to receive the 
bill wich he had been insiructed to report trom 
the Judiciary Committee, so that it could be print- 
ed. He sent the bill 'o the table, and it was read 
by the Clerk. It was entitled “A bill to supply a 
temporary defect or failure ia the laws relating to 
the collection of duties on imports.” : 

The Clerk read the bili through, as follows: 

1. That upon all goods and merchandise which! hive been 
inported into the United States since the 30ih day of June last, 
or shall be imported between that day and the day when any 
act which may be passed at the present session of Conzress, 
Imposing duuies on imports, shall become a law, and go into 
operation, aud which goods, wares, anid merchandise wou!d 
have been subject to any duty upon their importation, by laws 
then existing, if they had been imported at any time between 
the Ist and Juth day of June last, there shall be levied, collect- 
ed, and paid on such as would have been subject by such laws 
toa duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem, or more,a duty or tax of 


20 per cent. ad valorem; and on such as would have been sub- 
ject, by such laws, to a duty of less than 20 per cent. ad valo- 
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thereto, 


Mr. BARNARD moved the reference of the bill 


to the Commitiee of the Who! 
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“fr. CAVE JOHNSON thought it would be bet- 
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ter to pass the bil immediately, unless sore gen 
tleman desired to debate it. He therefore moved 
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nt of the bill. 

The SPEAKER informed ihe gentleman from 
Tennessee that, being an appropriation bill, or a 
bill levying | arily to 
mittee of the Whol 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON ecuggested that 
bill to legalize duues 
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tee of the Whole on the sia’e of the Union. 

fir. ADAMS asked if the report would be print- 
ed with the bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said, if it was but the 
report of a minority of the committee, he should ob- 
ject. 


Mr. SAUNDERS begged to mak 
ry sta‘emeat; and, having done 
by Messrs. ROOSEVELT, 
MAXWELL, who stated the position in which the 
matier siood in the sianding committee, which 
appeared to be thir: Tne committee consists of 
nine members, a majority cf whom Mr. Saunpers 
undersiood to be opposed to the conclusions, at 
least, of the report; but the meeting which adopted 
the report consisted ef six members only, a majori- 
ty of whom (though a minority of the committee) 
gave it their sancucn; and thus the chairman was 
justified in making the report. 

he previous question, which Mr. Barnarp had 
moved, was then sns'ained by the Hous 
printing was ordered by yeas and Ba 
jor'y of 93 to 64. 

vir. FiLLMORE again moved that the House 
resuive itsely inio a Committee of the Whole on 
the siate of the Union; which motion was agreed 
to, and Mr. SUMMERS took the cbair. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the committee take 
up a bill io make permanent ani provide for the 
payment of ceriain cierks in the Auditor’s office of 
the Post Office Department. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to take ub the bill relating 
to French spoliations prior to 1800, which siocod 
first on the caienjar, and had beea partially acted 
upon. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON suggested that the House 
had better take up the bill recently reported by the 
chairman of the Judicia: 


Mr. FILLMORE said they bad not seen it. 
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Mr. RARNARD remarked that nothisg conld 
be lost by delay; for, whenever it was passed, it 

uld reach back to the 30th of June. 
some other irregul:r conversation, the 
committee tock up and cofsidered the bill men 
tioned by Mr. Bricas; and, after a brief expiana- 
tery debate b-iween IWiessrs. MERIWETHER, 
GILMER, GRANGER, and others, it was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS renewed his mouon that the com- 
mittee take up tae Frenca spoliation biil 


altet 


~ 
i83 
Mr. FILLMORE moved to take ap the army 
bill. ; 

Mr. FILLINGHAST moved to take op the bill 
trom the Senate inrelation to the result ef the ex- 


i PApecition, 

Vir. CAVE JOWINSON said, if it was intended 
to reduce the army at the pr the bill 
having thet parpose should be acted upon before 
pprepriation bill. 

Phe committee agreed to take up the army ap- 
4uion bill as amended by the Senate. 

Mr FILLMORE hoped it wou'd not be deemed 
necessary by any gentleman to debdaie the bill, but 
that the vole would be at once taken. 


sent session, 


tine arany a 


Mr. GWIN cbserved tbat it was known to those 
who had observed bis course on this bill when it 
f fore the Elouse, that he bad voted for 
y chon that had been incorporated in the 
bill as scent to the Senate. Some eeeks ago he 
given his reasons, while the navy bill was un- 
ecnsiderstion, for wishing the appropriation 
for that branch cf the service, as well as the one 
now under consideration, postponed for a time, 
vnul we could ascer‘ain the result of an important 
n-gotiation then in progress in this city between 
this Government and Great Britain. He had 
st negotiation terminated amica- 
biy, ke thought that large reductions both in the 
army ard navy ought to be made. The state of 
the treasury demands it. Within a day or two 
past, this city has been rife with rumors of the ter- 
mination of this negotiation, so far as the North- 
as‘ern boundary was concerned. The fact 
sannounced yesterday morning in the Na- 
x! Intelligencer, of ils termination wanting 
the sanction of the commi-sioners of the State of 
x we have the anthori'y of 
the same paper for saying that these commission- 
ers have agreed io the terms of the negotiation. 
These important announcements have naturally 
caused inquiries as to the terms upon which this 
long dispuied gaesticn has been settled, and he had 
heard it stated by various individuals what those 
erms were. He did not vouch for the correctness 
of the statements he had heard; but he believed 
them to be true, and upen that belief he acted. 
Efe had heard that, by this treaty, we are to sur- 
render a large portion of the territory claimed by 
fiaine and Massachusetis, and which had been 
awarded to us by the Kiog of the Netuerlands, 
when he acted as umpire in the seit!ement of this 
question between the two Governments. This ter- 
ritory isto be given up to Great Britain, and, in con- 
sideration for its surrender by the States of Maine 
and Massschusetts, we, the United States, are to 
pay to said S ates three hundred thousand dollars 
incach, and the whole of the expenses they have 
incurred ia surveying and defending said territory, 
amouniing to about two hundred thousand dollars 
more; and this territory, thus sarrendered, is of the 
utmost importance to the military defence of the 
country in time of war. There were other items in 
the treaty that be hal heard mentioned; but this 
was the cne most reprehensible. He observed that 
he came from the largest exporting State of the 
Union—one more deep!y interested in the question 
of war with Great Britain than any other—from a 
Stale remote {rom the territory in dispute, and 
therefore without any of the prejadices that location 
might paturally create; yet, rather ‘han vote a dol- 
iar to buy this territory from Maine and Massa- 
chusetis, to give it to Great Britain—a territory so 
important in tke eventofa war between the two na- 
ticas, and the surren which (if it belonged to 
u:) on any terms he considered disgraceful to 
the couniry—he would vote for millions to defend 
the possession of that territory against the power of 
Great Bri‘ain. 

Mr. STANLY here rose, and suggested to the 
gentierman from Mi ni that he was entering 
upon a subject of great excitement in this House 
and the couutry; and which, if entered into at all, 
must lead to a long and exciting debate, and he 
hoped he would abstam from alludiug to it at all 
now, and let this bili pass. 

Mr. GWEN observed, ia answer to the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, that he was giviog-~and 
he intended to do it briefly—the reasons tbat might 
induce him (o give a vote different from the one he 
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the House. 

He had not made up his miad to vote against the re- 
ductions in the army, as proposed in this bill, when it 
passed this House; but, if he did vote against these 
reductions, he wished his consutuents to know 
why he gave that volte. He said he was not for 
buying peace with Great Britain. He preferred 
war to peace on dishonorable terms; and this sur- 
render of territory was a national question, in 
which the interest and honer of the country were 
to be as much considered as the interest of partic- 
ular States. He was not famu!iar with the loca- 
tion of this territory; but he had been informed 
that it was of the utmost importance io Great 
Britain, for the protection of her Canadian posses 
sions. We now approach within fifteen or twenty 
miles of the St. Lawrence, and only double 





lon Was formerly before 


that distance from Quebec, which we cou!d 
approach by a_ two-days’ march from our 
boundary. This treaty would throw us of 


the ridge dividing the waters of the £&t. Lawrence 
and Si. John’s, where we could, with advantage, 
make fortifications, and would also increane the dis- 
tance we would have to march in the enemy’s coun- 
try, in the event of an invasion of Canada by this 
country. 

Mr. STANLY again interposed, and called the 
gentlemen to order; and asked the Chair to decile 
whether Mr. Gwin was in order to introduce the 
Northeastern boundary questicn mto the discussion 
on this bill. 

Mr. GWIN observed to Mr. 


STANLY, that he 


would finish all he intended to say in five minutes, if 


not interrupted. 

Mr. STANLY said that, in that five minutes, he 
might allude to questions that would inevitably 
lead to a long discussion, which he wished to 
avoid. 

The CHAIR requested Mr. Gwin to confine 
himself to the question before the committee. 

Mr. GWIN inguired of the Chair whether the 
question now before the committee was not a re- 
duction of the army. 

The CHAIR answered that it was. 

Mr. GWIN said bis remarks, thea, were perti- 
nent to the question. He was utterly opposed to 
the ratification of this treaty, so far as this item 
went. If itshould not be ratified, a war might, 
and he believed wouid, be the result; and he was 
prepared for war, rather than 1 buy a peace by the 
surrender of an important portion of our territory. 
He said that we could expect nothing from Great 
Britain by yielding to her demands. If we wished 
to preserve peace with her, we must present a boid 
and determined front, and surrender nothing that 
We conceive we are entitied to. And, above all, let 
us not purchase peace wilhla nation that we have 
whipped in two wars, and can whipin a third, if 
necessary.. He was not for war, if an honorable 
peace could be obtained. 

He would say nothing more on the subject at pres- 
ent. He had not determined whether he would 
vote for the preposed reductions, or not; but he 
would staie, in advance, that he wou!d never vote 
for the half million of dollars required to get the 
Telinguishment of this territory from the States of 
Maiae and Massachusetts, that we may give it to 
Great Britain. He would rather vote millions to 
defend our territocy against the encrozchments of 
Great Bnitain. 

Mr. GILMER, like the centleman from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Gwin,] had voied for a reduction of 
the army; and he should do so again. He agreed, 
too, with the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
FILLMORE] as to the pri pilely of not protracting 
this debate; and he rose for the purpose of protest- 
lug against the course pursued by the gentleman 
trom Mississippi, (Mr. Gwin.] He had depre- 
cated more than once the allusions made to our 
foreign relations: those relations had been of an 
exueme'y delicate nature; aud he was satisfied 
that no good could result from a premature discus- 
sion of them in this House, parucularly when those 
relations were the subject of negotiation. Now, 
what were the reasons which the gentleman from 
Mississippi relied on as his excuse for not voting 
for the reduction of the army? First, rumors, 
which be (Mr. GitMER) 100 had heard, and which 
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(it rumor were true) he ‘should deprecate as much 
as the gentleman from Mississippi. Firs‘, then, 
they were to act on “rumor,” which told the.a that 
an unfavorable treaty had been negotiated; but, if 
it wereso, it would haveto pass a revision by the 
Senate; and if it were of such a nature as the gen- 
Ueman from Mississippi designated, he was satis- 
fied it could not receive the constitutional ratifica- 
tion of the Senate of the United States. 

Again, grant that it was so: did it follow that 
we were to have war? He hoped not. Butif they 
couceded war was to be one of the aenennnenne, 
did it follow that this could not be acted upon with 
the same degree of calmness and intelligence as 
when it was last under cconsideration? When he 
last addressed the House on this bill, it was then 
a questiou of peace; but the gentleman from Mis- 
Sissippi need be under no apprehension of any 
division on a question of national honer when it 
should arise. He had advocated the reduciion of 
the army on the souad principles of economy; and 
did the gentleman from Mississippi know anyihing 
whica required that they shou!d raise the army to 
the war standard? He protested against being in- 
fluenced by ‘‘cumor;” he supposed all would soon 
be made known; it would be discussed in the Sea- 
aic; aud, if they were to have war, he repeated 
what he said when this bill was last ‘under discus- 
sion—that the present army would not do even to 
begin to talk about. If war should come, they 
would have io introduce a new bili and a new sys- 
tem; and chea they would see the necessity of car- 
rying out, not only practical reforms, but of puri- 
fying the army, rank and file, and of putting it in 
a better condition, and of increasing it to five or 
ten times the force now employed, 


Mr. FESSENDEN regretted this premature 
discussion. No treaty could be concluded without 
the assent of four gentlemen of high characte 
and standing from his own State, (Maine ;) and if 
the arrangement were so disgracelul as it was said 
to be by the gentleman from Mississippi, and so 
injurious to the national honor as to call up the 
chivalric feelings of the gentlemen of the South, he 
was sure those four gentlemen would not assent to 
it. He (Mr. Fessenpen) hoped some arrangement 
had been made; indeed, he understood it was so; 
bet it must be borne in mind that it must go to the 
Senate, in whose hands, together with the Presi- 
dent, was the honor of the nation. He could not 
conceive, then, that there was any propriety in dis- 
cussing the dipiomatic arrrangemenis while they 
were yet going en; aud he protested against this 
manner of meeting the question. 

He argued that, though this same subject had 
been open and debated for so many years, it had 
been sul impossible to get up a war feeling upon 
li. Lie knew not what arrangemenis might have 
been made by the parties to the negotiations which 
had been going on; but, if they were consistent 
with the honor and interests of Maine, he, for one, 
was ready to accede to them, If they were nol, 
he must do the Representatives from his State the 
justice to suppose that they would not carry any 
such disadvantageous arrangements into effect. 
ide concurred in the opinion that it was premature 
to take up a mere rumor, which might be with or 
without foundation, and thereon adapt the action 
of the House of Representatives. He hoped the 
House would not act in advance; but that, in all 
= discus ions which might be bad upon this bill, 
t would be taken for granted that the Representa- 
tive: : of Maine would act as became them when- 

ver the proper time arrived. 

Mr. POPE expressed his regret that his friend 
from Mississippi [Mr. Gwin] should have raised 
the alarm in debating this bill. His own rule 
was to presume that the public authorities had 
done their duty, until he knew to the contrary. 
He had never supposed that war would arise; and 
therefore, in his votes upon the army bill, had al- 
Ways contemplated the existence cf a peace estab- 
lishment. He bad voted for a reduction of the 
army, chiefly with a view to arrest the expend- 
itures of the Government, and prevent an ulti- 
mate resort to direct taxation. Should the amend- 


ments of the Senate be agreed to, and the appro- 
priations contained in the bill be voted for, the 























bill reducing 
death. 

There was one observation of the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. Fressenpen,] which he objected 
to. It was his declaration, that, without the con- 
sent of Maine and Massachusetts, no treaty could 
be concluded. He was willing to consult those 
States; but not to yield the constitutional power of 
making 3 treaty without their concurrence. 

Mr. FESSENDEN rose to make an explanation, 

and was understood to deny the interpretation put 
upon his a by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Pore.] He only meant to intimate 
thai it was conceded that the present commission 
could not make a treaty, or cede any portion of the 
territory of Maine, without the consent of her com- 
missioners. 

Mr. POPE made a few further remarks, with a 
view to show that, in his votes upon the army bill, 
he was not iofluenced by any feeling of hostility to 
the present Administration. 

Mr. FILLMORE urged the necessity of taking 
the question at once, or else the debate would be 
continued a week, without changing a vote. 

Mr. MERIWETULUER rose, as he said, for the 
purpose of saying that no rumors—vague in their 
character, and without any responsible author or 
source—could drive him from the purpose which 
he had hitherto undertaken to effect. He had 
heard many rumors; but they were not such as 
should guide the legislation of the House. If 
Maine and Massachusetts were satisfied with the 
arrangement said !o bave been made, he was will- 
ing to Jet things remain as they were; at the same 
time avowing his readiness to come to their defence, 
and stand by them, when it should become neces- 
sary. With these remarks, he would dismiss this 
part of the subject. 

There was one remark of the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Fi,tmorg] to which he would al- 
lude. That gentleman had s@@, let the amend- 
ments of the Senate to this bill be carried or not, 
pass this bill, and then take up the bill reducing 
the army, and pass that also. 


Mr. FILLMORE rose to explain. He had not 
said that the bill reducing the army should be 
passed. True, he remarked that he was indifferent 
as to the fate of the Senate amendments. All he 
wanted was action, action. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said he was sure, if the 
House agreed to the amendments of the Senate to 
its bill, we might bid tarewell to the bill for redu- 
cing the army. He referred to the message of the 
President, at the commencement ef the session, in 
whico an increase of the army was recommended. 
The President proposed an addition of 3,000 men 
to the present force oi the army; and did genile- 
mien suppose that he wouid sign a bill reducing the 
army? Certainly not: he would veto it, and rely 
on his conscience for support. How, then, were the 
Representatives of the people to meet him? He 
answered, by appending the reduction to the gener- 
al appropriation bill. Such had alreacy been the 
course of the majority of the House, and he hoped. 
they would be firm in their determination. 

Mr. ANDREWS here obtained the floor, and 
moved that the commiilee rise, but subsequently 
withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BLACK said he rose for the purpose of ob- 


the army would sleep the sleep of 


| jrcting to the course pursued by the gentleman from 


Virgicia [Mr. Gitmen.] That genileman had said 
that it was not in piace to allude to a treaty with a 
foreign power, and had deprecated all discussion. 
He would ask the gentleman if the Representatives 
of the people bad not as much right to allude to 
treaties, fcr the purpose of explaining their course 
upon important matters of legislation, as the Globe, 
the Intelligencer, or any other pariy newspaper. 
Surely, if a grave matter of this kind ought to be 
alluded to at all, the right to do it belonged to none 
more appropriately than the Representatives of the 
people. He did not understand the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Gwin] as alluding to the de- 
tails of the treaty said to have been concluded, 
but only to the general rumor of such a treaty, for 
the purpose of showing his constitnents why he 
had abandoned his position, and deiermined to ad- 
vocate the increased appropriation for the army. 
He could not pefrain from expressing his cordial 





